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Reflections  

from the 
Pastor 

 I am 78 years of age and pastor 

of a congregation where I am part of 

the age range of about 60% of those 

who attend St. John’s United Method-

ist Church. We have an exclusive clus-

ter of persons who are in their 90+ 

years. And another group of persons in 

the 60 to 75 years of age.  

 

 Recently I have given consider-

able thought to the fact that I cannot 

continue what I am presently doing 

forever. Energy levels are not as high 

as I would like. Problems and interrup-

tions are becoming more of a burden 

than I want to admit. 

 

 As I have watched active mem-

bers of my congregation being as-

signed to canes, walkers and wheel-

chairs, I am wondering if that moment 

comes in my life, will I accept it gra-

ciously. While I cannot say how I will 

react, one determination is becoming 

more prominent. I don’t want to ever 

become a person my family or our 

children would not want to have 

around.  

 I am motivated by the example 

of my father and my father-in-law. 

Both men lived into their 90+ years. 

Yet, they both faced their closing days 

and years with a positive mentality that 

made them persons you wanted around 

you.   

 As a Christian, I want my final 

years and days to re-

flect what the Hebrew 

poet wrote in Psalm 

92:12-14: “The right-

eous will flourish like 

a palm tree, they will 

grow like a cedar of 

Lebanon; 13 planted in 

the house of the LORD, they will flourish in 

the courts of our God. 14 They will still bear 

fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and 

green,..” I am challenged by that part of 

verse 14 that reads, “They will still bear fruit 

in old age, they will stay fresh and green,…” 

I want my last years and days to be some of 

the most fruitful and productive ones. So, I 

am asking myself what I must do to make 

this become a reality. 

(Cedar of Labanon) 

 

 I realize physical issues may arise 

that could greatly diminish my productivity. 

So, I must focus upon factors over which I 

can exercise some degree of control. These 

verses from Psalm 92 give me some key in-

gredients I can work on each day. The first 



 

 

 

is found in the simile of the palm tree and the cedar 

of Lebanon. When you compare these two trees, 

you may think that there is no similarity between 

them. The palm tree the Psalmist has in mind is the 

date palm. The date palm is often mostly trunk with 

a few leaves at the top. It grows in arid, hot envi-

ronments where it constantly struggles to survive.  

A date palm is never used for its wood to build a 

home. Its value is the shade the leaves produce for 

weary travelers and its rich, sweet fruit that pro-

vides abundant nourishment to people living in hot, 

arid climates. 

 In comparison, the cedar trees of Lebanon 

grow in very high altitudes where the wind and 

weather produce a wood that is prized for its 

strength, durability, and beauty. The ancient Phoe-

nicians used this wood for building their ships. Da-

vid and Solomon used it to build their palaces and 

the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 The contrasts are so varied that one wonders 

why the Psalmist’s used these two trees in this pas-

sage. What the palm and the cedar tree have in 

common is durability. They grow in vastly different 

environments but where the ability to adapt and sur-

vive is critical. And both are known for their ability 

to survive the most rigorous elements of their envi-

ronments.  

 Don’t miss the fact that the ‘palm’ and 

‘Lebanon’ tree are likened to a ‘righteous person in 

verse 12. And the ‘righteous’ person is further con-

trasted to the ‘wicked’ person in v. 7. The ‘wicked’ 

person is like ‘grass’ which sprouts up quickly, but 

soon dries up and becomes no more. 

 The palm and Lebanon cedar trees have 

been around for thousands of years. They continue 

to flourish and bless our world even in their old age. 

Their legacy motivates me even more to do all in 

my powers to make my last days and years of life, 

my most productive years.  To that end, I will make 

my prayers the words of Psalm 90: 12: “Lord, teach 

me to number my days, That I may present to You 

a heart of wisdom.” [my paraphrase].  

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 2019  

MEDICAL SUPPLIES AVAILABLE 

 One of the ministries of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church is making available used medical 

supplies to persons who have these needs. We have 

been able to supply electric scooters, rollators, and 

walkers to needy persons.  

 At the present time, we have a selection of 

adjustable canes, crutches, rollators, and walkers.  

 We also have two chairs for shower stalls 

where a person  

can sit while bathing. We also have a hospital serv-

ing tray that extends over 

a bed. 

 Before you invest 

in any such supplies for 

you or loved  

 

ones, investigate what we 

may have in stock. Most 

of our items have been donated to us so that there 

would be no charge to you for their use.  

 

SOUTH DISTRICT LEADERSHIP 

EVENT 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH 

9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

8051 E. Broadway Blvd, Tucson 
 

 This event is a great time to engage with 

clergy and lay colleagues in the South District. The 

Rev. Hannah Adair Bonner with Frontera Wesley 

(Wesley Foundation) will be our keynote speaker, 

sharing on how better to reach younger generations.  
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 Lunch will be provided to all in attendance 

and is included in your registration fee. You must 

register for this event and make your lunch choice.  
 

 9:30 - 10:00am Registration/Coffee   

 10:00am Welcome and Introductions   

 10:10am “Solidarity Across the   

 Generations” - Rev. Bonner 

 11:40am Lay Servant Ministries  

 Noon Lunch  

 12:30pm Volunteer in Missions   

 12:50pm UMM Saws Program  

 1:10pm Connectional Ministries   

 1:30pm Reflections D.S.—Rev. Conrad   

 2:00pm Safe travels home  
 

Registration is $20.00 on or before February 4th. 

($25.00 after February 4th.) 

Register on line by going to:  https://dscumc.org/

event/2019-south-district-leadership-training/ 

                   

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

 

Saturday, April 6 & 13, 2019 

 
 There are special classes available to help 

train people who do not have formal pastor training 

to be in ministry with 

the pastor and to help 

him/her minister to 

the parishioners in 

their church.  The 

Basic Course is re-

quired before Ad-

vanced classes can be 

taken for credit.  The next Basic Course of Lay Serv-

ant Training in the South District will be held on 

Saturday April 6 & 13 at First United Methodist 

Church—915 E. 4th St., Tucson from 9:00 AM—

3:00 PM.   

 The Basic Course will provide you with 

basic essentials to enhance your ability to be in min-

istry to and for others.  Please prayerfully consider 

becoming a Lay Servant. Frank Mendoza has 

achieved the status of Certified Lay Speaker and 

would be happy to talk to you about this opportunity 

and what it involves.  

 Register for class with Kelly Deyoe at 

kjdeyoe@cox.net (740-1334) or Gretchen Lofgren at 

gretchie22@aol.com (666-0775) 

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY 

The Thanksgiving and 

Christmas holiday season 

stretches the Food Pantry 

resources. Funds that are 

normally used for grocer-

ies may be used for gifts 

and other holiday activities.  In addition, these are 

the colder months of the year so homeless persons 

are consuming more calories simply to keep warm. 

Ramen noodles and Vienna sausages are in constant 

demand. Packaged juices and crackers are also in 

greater demand.  

 We are grateful to the Gospel Rescue Mis-

sion and the St. John’s United Methodist Congrega-

tion for helping keep our shelves adequately sup-

plied.  

 Remember also, that cash donations help us 

purchase items that are in demand. We are grateful 

to all who are contributing to this ministry.   Frank 

and Cathy Mendoza 

SIDEWALK MINISTRIES  

 During the colder months, the Sidewalk Min-

istry of St. John’s United Methodist Church has been 

active from 9:00 – 10:30 a. m. each Saturday.  A cup 

of hot coffee and a package of cookies are welcome 

gestures to help take the chill out of one’s body for 

persons pass-

ing by.  

 During 

these months 

we have been 

giving out knit-

ted beanies and 

tube socks to 

help needy people keep themselves warm.  
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 The purpose of the Sidewalk Ministry is to 

greet people passing by, praying with them for needs 

they have, and placing bibles and other religious ma-

terials in their hands to nurture their faith. Every vis-

itor is given a personal invite to join us in worship 

on Sunday.  

CARD MINISTRY 

 The Card Ministry contin-

ues sending greeting cards 

each week.  The  need for 

cards & stickers continues.  

Also,  “Guest Bags” are pro-

vided to those visiting our 

church for the first time. It is 

always a special delight to 

share one of the bags with 

people who have come to worship with us. 

REUNION FOR KIRBY KEGANS  

 Twenty-three people from the St. John’s 

United Methodist Church met at The Center Reha-

bilitation on Sunday afternoon January 6th,  for a 

farewell to Kirby Kegans. A special cake had been 

prepared for the occasion that was enjoyed by all.  

Kirby’s son, Kurtis, was also present. He will be 

taking his father to live with him and his wife, 

Sandy, in Keller, Texas.  

 Kirby sustained a fractured hip on November 

13, 2018 and following surgery has been in rehabili-

tation. In the ensuing weeks, Kirby, with his two 

children Cathy Kegans Johnson and Kurtis Kegans,  

agreed on an arrangement for Kirby going to live 

with Kurtis. 

 Kirby represents the last member of our con-

gregation who has been an active part of our church 

since his early teenage years. Kirby moved to Tuc-

son at the age of 13 with his mother and one sister. 

He was married to Doris McKinney on December 

12, 1943 in St. John’s UMC.  

 As a congregation, we will miss Kirby’s wis-

dom, friendship, love, and exemplary Christian life.  
 

ST. JOHN’S UMC MUSIC NOTES 

 Special music is an 

integral part of our worship.   

 The choir  is currently 

taking a three-month break 

and will resume choir re-

hearsal on Saturday, April 6th 

at 10:00 am  

 Cathy is looking for persons who can sing 

solos, participate in duets, trios, or mixed quartets 

during the choir’s break. 

  Please, let her know when you can share in 

the Sunday Morning worship experience. 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

 On Thanksgiving and Christmas Days, St. 

John’s UMC offered a traditional meal in the Fel-

lowship Hall. The objective was to provide a deli-

cious, home-cooked meal for those who have no 

family to celebrate with in Tucson. Twenty-nine per-

sons enjoyed the Thanksgiving meal and sixteen 

came for the Christmas Day meal. We thank all who 

supplied food and cooked various dishes for these 

two occasions. The Women’s Group helped provide 

meat and other items to make the celebrations a suc-

cess.  

 We hope you all enjoyed the Advent Journey 

devotional. We are preparing a Lenten devotion to 

begin on Ash Wednesday, March 6th.  

 The next project for the Women’s Group will 

be providing lunches for the NOMADS who will be 

arriving to work at St. John’s UMC February 18-

March 7th Sign up for days you can be available to 

serve lunch. Also, the Church will host a farewell 

pot-luck supper on Friday, March 8th. 

 The Women’s Group meets every 3rd Tues-

day in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00 pm. The March 

19th meeting will be at the Red Robin Restaurant at 

11:00 am to honor birthdays of our women for the 

months of January, February, and March. Come and 

join us in celebrating each other.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. John’s United Methodist Church 

60 W. Veteran’s Blvd.  
Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 
Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 
520-792-6398      

E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—10:45 am 

Tuesday Bible Study—9:00 am 

 

Saturday Sidewalk Ministry— 

 Saturdays 8:30 am to 10:00 am 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 5:00 pm   

 (Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 

“FAITH”  

BY ONA JANE MEENS 

The seeds stirred by the warmth of sun 

Will break their bonds  

when Spring has come, 

So slender faith that yearns for light 

Can push aside the hampering night 

And open up an avenue 

That lets the love of God  

shine through. 

Submitted by Donna Claire Durant 
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February 2019 Calendar of Events 
 

 

The decision-making arm of the church. 

Council Members are required to attend.             

All parishioners are invited. 

—Second Tuesday of each month   

 @ 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall     

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it          

pertains today. Everyone is welcome.  

—Every Tuesday @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room    

 

Choir members rehearse upcoming songs. 

Everyone who likes to sing is cordially invited.   

Every Saturday @ 10:00 am in the Sanctuary  

 

                   

A gathering for Bible discussions and                   

ways to enhance our church. 

All adult men are encouraged to participate.  

—First Friday of each month @ 9:00 am                   

 in the Arnold Room     

 

 Discovering ways to increase income to             

supplement parishioners giving. 

Those wishing to see St John’s UMC grow are    

encouraged to attend.  

—Fourth Tuesday of each month                           

 @ 1:30 pm in the Arnold Room  

                         

                    

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can en-

hance our church. 

All adult women are encouraged to participate.  

—Third Tuesday of each month                            

 @ 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 

services.  

—First Saturday every-other month                       

 @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room     

  

 

 

 

February 2019 Calendar 

February 1th  Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

February 2th  Choir practice @ 10:00 am 

February 5th  Bible Saturday @ 9:00 am 

February 9th  Choir practice @ 10:00 am  

February 9th  Rummage Sale Day  

  9:00-11:00 am  

February 12th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

February 12th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 

February 16th Choir practice @ 10:00 am 

February 19th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

February 19th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

February 23th Choir practice @ 10:00 am 

February 26th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

February 26th Ways & Means @ 1:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
      

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Bible Study 

Choir Practice 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Ways & Means Committee Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 


