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 On Thursday, February 7, the 

long-awaited new doors were 

permanently hung to grace the 

entrance to St. John's United Methodist 

Church. The following day, all the 

remaining elements for securing the 

doors were installed and the iron bars 

that had provided protection for many 

years were removed. Numerous 

persons passing by commented on the 

beauty of the new doors, but more 

importantly, they let us know that it 

made our church look more inviting.  
     

 This brought back to mind the 

first time Lil and I visited  St. John's 

UMC in September of 2008. If we had 

not seen the logo of the United 

Methodist Church on the front of the 

building, we wouldn't have known that 

this was a church. When I became the 

pastor of St. John's UMC in July of 

2011, I began to contemplate what we 

would have to do to make the front of 

our sanctuary more inviting to the 

public.  

     In 2013 it was noted that a small 

hole was visible in one of the panels of 

the front door. After more than 85 

years of existence,   

dry rot had set in and little by little the 

original doors deteriorated. We soon 

discovered that replacing them would 

not be an easy task. The doors built in 

1931 were not standard doors. To 

replace the doors with attractive and secure 

new ones became a costly investment.  

     

 By faith, we began a capital fund for 

new doors. Slowly that fund grew until last 

October we had over $11,000.00 in hand.  

With this amount we signed a contract for 

their construction. 
      

 As I write, two thoughts arise in my 

mind. In John 10:7 and 9 Jesus declared, "I 

AM the door for the sheep...whoever enters 

through me will be saved." One cannot read 

these verses of John without catching the 

implications of Jesus' statement. He is 

making it clear that He is the legitimate 

access to the fold of the Father. Whosoever 

will may come, but they must come in 

through the proper entrance.  

    If you look carefully at the new doors of 

St. John's UMC, you will discover that there 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+10%3A7


 

 

 

 is no key by which to open the doors from the 

outside. This reminds me of another verse of 

Scripture found in Revelation 3:20 Jesus says, 

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and will dine with him, and he with Me." 

William Holman Hunt’s famous painting “The Light 

of the World” is inspired by this verse. In Hunt’s 

painting there is no latch by which Jesus can open 

the door. It must be opened from the inside. If 

salvation is to come to you or to me, we must open 

the doors of our hearts and invite Jesus to enter. 
     

 There is a powerful message in this for the 

people of St. John's 

United Methodist Church. 

Just as you and I must 

open our heart's door for 

Jesus to enter, as members 

of this church, you and I 

must continually open the 

doors of our church to the 

people passing by. We 

have removed the iron 

gate, but only as we open 

the doors and welcome the people outside, will they 

feel welcome to become a part of our fellowship. 
   

 On more than one occasion, I have been 

asked by people passing by, if they could come in to 

our sanctuary to pray. If I or someone else is 

present, I have opened the doors. Wouldn't it be a 

wonderful message to the community if every day, 

the doors of St. John's UMC would be open for 

people to come in and pray and find God? 

 

DEDICATION  

OF NEW FRONT DOORS 

 You are invited  to join in the dedication of 

the new front doors on Sunday March 10th, 2019 

during the Sunday morning worship service at 9:30 

am.  A potluck luncheon will be served following 

the dedication service.  
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PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS 
  

 I write this article in the awareness that it 

will reach your hands only a few days before the 

beginning of the Lenten Season for 2019. In my 

formative years, Protestant Churches as a rule, did 

not celebrate Lent. Lenten practices were practiced 

by the Roman Catholic church. Protestants 

celebrated Good Friday and Easter, but rarely do I 

recall seeing any advertisement for an Ash 

Wednesday service. 

 So, my first experience of being anointed 

with ashes in an Ash Wednesday service came 

when I was in my late 50’s. I confess that I was 

both skeptical and somewhat nervous by the liturgy 

and anointing. As a result, I made it my assignment 

to learn more about Lent and discovered that it has 

been a part of the Roman Catholic, the Eastern 

Orthodox, the Lutheran, the Anglican, and other 

Churches.   

 The term Lent, comes from the Old English 

word meaning “spring season.” In the Greek 

language Lent was referred to as ‘Sarakostei’ 

meaning ‘fortieth’. The same is true in the Latin 

term ‘quadragesima’.  

 Some of the customs of Lenten observances 

include periods of fasting from foods and festivities 

as an act of penance. In New Orleans Lent is 

preceded by the Mardi Gras which means “Fat 

Tuesday”. Mardi Gras closes the festivities just 

preceding Lent so that “Fat Tuesday” is often 

associated with great food and parties coming to a 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+3%3A20


 

 

halt on the night before Ash Wednesday. 

 In Jewish and Christian history, ashes are 

associated with human mortality and repentance. 

When a person put on sackcloth and ashes, it was a 

sign of deep grief and remorse. We accept the fact 

that in death, our physical bodies eventually 

decompose and return to the very elements of dust.  

 Often, we read of the 40 days as referring to 

the time Jesus spent in the wilderness following His 

Baptism by John. This was a time of fasting and 

temptation when Satan attacked Jesus three times to 

divert him from the Father’s plan and purpose for 

His life.   I would like to suggest that we not 

overlook what happened to Jesus at his baptism; that 

as He came up from the water, the heavens opened, 

and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form 

of a dove. It was the anointing of Jesus by the Holy 

Spirit that confirmed his role as the Christ. From that 

moment until His resurrection, the Holy Spirit was 

prominent in every aspect of Jesus’ life and ministry. 

 It was the Holy Spirit that led Jesus into the 

wilderness for his time of temptation. We can be 

certain that the Holy Spirit remained with Christ and 

encouraged Him through this ordeal.  

 What would happen in your life, or in mine, 

if this Lenten Season, we committed ourselves to 

spend special time in prayer and fasting seeking the 

presence of the Holy Spirit to become an integral 

part of our lives? I cannot think of a better discipline 

than to fast and pray to be filled with His Spirit as 

Jesus was. One of the clear inferences of the seven 

final chapters of John’s Gospel was Jesus’ concern 

that His disciples didn’t attempt to carry on His 

ministry without the presence and power that was 

part of His life and ministry.  

 Jesus’ words to his disciples after His 
resurrection are appropriate here: “So Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you; as the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.’ 22 And when He had said 

this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit’.”   

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 2019  

THE NOMADS ARE HERE! 

 The St. John’s Women’s Group will be 

providing lunches for the NOMADS who arrived to 

work at St. John’s UMC from February 18 – March  

7th, 2019.  Please sign up for days you can be 

available to help serve lunch. Also, the Church will 

host a farewell potluck supper on Friday, March 8th. 

 The Women’s Group meets every 3rd 

Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00 pm. The 

March 19th meeting will be at the Red Robin 

Restaurant at 11:00 am to honor birthdays of our 

women for the months of January, February, and 

March. Come and join us in celebrating each other.   

 

  FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY 

Items currently needed  

in the Food Panty include  

toiletry products, juices 

and peanut butter.   

Ramen noodles, Vienna 

sausages, and crackers 

are additional items that are frequently requested.   

 A special “Thank You” to the Gospel Rescue 

Mission and the St. John’s United Methodist 

Congregation for helping to keep the Food Pantry 

supplied. Your generosity continues to be a blessing 

to those who need a little extra help.  

 Cash donations are also welcome. Frank and 

Cathy Mendoza are grateful to all who continue to 

contribute to this vital ministry.    
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SIDEWALK MINISTRY  

 The Sidewalk Ministry of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church continues to reach out to people 

from 9:00 – 10:30 am each Saturday.  A cup of hot 

coffee, a package of cookies or bread and some 

welcoming conversation puts a smile on the faces of 

those who stop by.   

 You are invited to join Cathy Mendoza, Lil 

Schwenn, 

and Donna 

Krenke to 

see for your 

self how 

reaching out 

to others can 

make a 

difference 

and brighten their day. 

 The purpose of the Sidewalk Ministry is to be 

a presence for people passing by, to pray with them 

for any needs they might have, and to nurture their 

faith. Bibles and informational  materials are also 

made available.  

 Every visitor is given a personal invitation to 

join in worship on Sunday mornings.  

 

CARD/GUEST BAG MINISTRY 

 The Card Ministry continues sending greeting 

cards each week.  You can help this ministry by 

keeping those cards & stickers coming!   

  

 In addition, two 

or three “Guest Bags” are 

given out each Sunday. 

The need for new ideas is 

great and will be greatly 

appreciated!  

 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE 

 The St. John’s United Methodist Women’s 

Group, under the direction of Donna Durant is 

producing a Lenten devotional guide for your 

edification for the Lenten Season. The theme of this 

year’s devotional is “…about getting away from 

anxiety to indescribable peace.” Jesus said to have 

undue anxiety or worry is wrong. We all have plenty 

of things to worry about, but the challenge for the 

believer is that in Christ’s death and resurrection, our 

worries no longer have a real foothold. We dare not 

allow Satan to use worry to create spiritual havoc in 

our lives. 

 The Lenten Season is an excellent time to 

develop the spiritual discipline of fasting and 

repentance. By taking time to fast and utilizing that 

hour to meditate on Scripture and God, you will find 

your soul edified and strengthened.  

 The Lenten devotional guide is designed 

with special scriptures for each day starting with 

Ash Wednesday on March 6 and concluding on 

Easter Sunday, April 21st.  Watch for coming 

announcements for when the Lenten devotional 

guide is ready. 
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THE STORY OF  

“SISTER KATHLEEN AND THE  

TRAVELING LOVE REVIVAL” 

 Ed and Kathleen met at a church music festi-

val in Tucson and after about a year, they were mar-

ried on December 25th, 1984 at Park Avenue Chris-

tian Church in Tucson, AZ.  The couple moved to 

Tumacacori the summer of 1985 and attended the 

United Churches Fellowship in Nogales for many 

years.  After two and a half years as a high school 

chorus and guitar teacher, Ed began managing a 

small recording studio. 

 In 1988, their daughter, Elissa, was born. 

Needing additional income, Ed taught elementary 

school in Sahuarita for eight years.  In 1992, their 

son, Hajo, was born. In 1997, Ed and Kathleen 

moved to Tucson where Ed began teaching music at 

an elementary school.  Kathleen began a series of 

jobs finally landing at Sargent Controls and Aero-

space where she is currently employed. 

 After two years, Ed left teaching and worked 

as a security guard and then as a driver for Van 

Tran.  He volunteered for two years with the Pima 

County Jail Ministry and two years later, Ed felt that 

God was calling both he and Kathleen to use their 

musical talent. Ed also felt called to share how the 

Bible was helping him so greatly through his times 

of need.  In 2009, “Sister Kathleen and the Trav-

eling Love Revival” came into existence.  

Three objectives were and still are important to 

them: 1) en-

couraging peo-

ple to avoid 

criticizing other 

people, espe-

cially with re-

gards to their 

beliefs, 2) en-

couraging peo-

ple to give and 

serve in whatever ways God may direct them, and 

3) encouraging people to delve more deeply into 

their faith, especially in learning more about the Bi-

ble.   

 In August of 2009, “Sister Kathleen and 

the Traveling Love Revival” was first performed 

in the same church building where they were mar-

ried.  For the past nine years, they have played their 

music and delivered an encouraging message to The 

Gospel Rescue Mission chapel service at 7:00 pm 

every fourth Saturday of the month.  They also play 

songs regularly at the Veteran’s Hospital Chapel 

and have shared at other churches as well. 

 After years of reading and studying the Bi-

ble, their knowledge of and respect towards the Bi-

ble continues.  They are both repeatedly struck and 

humbled by how much healing wisdom and power 

lies therein.  Their plans are to continue to prepare 

music and perform programs both to encourage peo-

ple and to share Bible insights which have served to 

increase their faith in Jesus, giving them great peace 

and joy. 

 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 

60 W. Veteran’s Blvd.  

Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398      

E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—10:45 am 

Tuesday Bible Study—9:00 am 

 

Saturday Sidewalk Ministry— 

 Saturdays 8:30 am to 10:00 am 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 5:00 pm   



 

 

March 2019 Calendar of Events 
 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend -All pa-

rishioners are invited 

-Second Tuesday of each month @ 1:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall     

 

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it per-

tains today 

Everyone is welcome   

-Every Tuesday @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room    

  

 

A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to en-

hance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

-First Friday of each month @ 9:00 am in the Ar-

nold Room     

 

 

Discovering ways to increase income to supple-

ment parishioners giving 

Those wishing to see St John’s UMC grow is en-

couraged to attend  

-Fourth Tuesday of each month @ 1:30 pm in the 

Arnold Room  

 

 

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can en-

hance our church 

All adult women are encouraged to participate  

-Third Tuesday of each month @ 1:00 pm in Fel-

lowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 

services.  

-First Saturday every-other month @ 9:00 am in 

the Arnold Room       
 

 

 

 

 

March 2019 Calendar 

 

March 1st Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

March 5th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 9th Rummage Sale 8 :00 am-12:00 pm  

March 12th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 12th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 

March 19th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 19th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

March 26th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 26th Ways & Means @ 1:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Ways & Means Committee Meeting 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Bible Study 


