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 While it cannot be proven, P. T. 

Barnum is one of many credited with the 

saying, “There’s a sucker born every 

minute.” Whoever the author is, this 

saying captures the spirit of skepticism 

perfectly.  

 A skeptic is a person who doubts 

everything and everyone except him or 

herself. A skeptic will not credit any 

authority beyond his/her own sense  

experience i.e.; what can be known by 

reason of eyes, ears, nose and touch. The 

problem with this approach to life is two-

fold. 

 First, it fails to deal with the fact 

that our personal senses are not infallible. 

This is how the magician can attract 

crowds because he has learned how to 

distract our senses or create illusions that 

our natural powers do not keep up with.  

Moreover,  skeptics cannot meet their 

own test. Skeptics cannot prove their own 

existence. They must depend upon 

someone else to affirm their existence. 

Hence, faith is a part of even the skeptic’s 

life. 

 Second, it fails to give any room 

for faith to be a part of our human 

experience. The writer to the Hebrew 

Christians gives us this definition of faith: 

“Now faith is confidence in what we 

hope for and assurance about what we 

do not see.”  [Hebrews 11:1]. The Greek 

text indicates that the writer is not 

referring to Christian faith, but faith in 

general. And it acknowledges that there is 

a world of reality beyond the physical 

world in which humans live. Faith is the 

bridge that spans the chasm between 

physical reality and the reality of the spirit.  

 In Christianity, faith is critical. And 

no more critical than the matter of Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead. When writing 

to the Corinthian believers Paul makes this 

clear, “If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
15 More than that, we are then found to be 

false witnesses about God, for we have 

testified about God that he raised Christ 

from the dead. But he did not raise him if 

in fact the dead are not raised.” [1 

Corinthians 15:13-15]. 

 As we approach Easter, this 

doctrinal truth is highlighted and 

underscored. The resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead is crucial to our faith as 

Christians. Without the resurrection, 

Christian faith is empty and meaningless. 

Everything we hold dear hinges upon the 

bodily resurrection of Christ. Christianity 

is based upon the historical claim that a 

Jewish rabbi, handed over by the Jews to 

the Roman authorities, was crucified and 

buried on Friday and was raised to new life 

on Sunday morning.  

 Luke was a skilled and careful 

historian of the First Century. He narrates 

the reality of a missing body. The disciples 

went to the tomb of Jesus with the intent of 



 

 

 

finishing the care of the body for burial. This had 

been interrupted on Friday by the beginning of the 

Jewish Sabbath.  

 When the disciples discover the empty 

tomb, they are puzzled. They must have said to 

themselves, “This is odd. We put His body here. 

How come it is missing?” Their questions are 

answered by an angel placed in the empty tomb, 

“Why are you looking for the living among the 

dead?” [Luke 24:5].  

 Two thousand years later, we must still 

apply faith to this scenario. We believe in the 

resurrection of Jesus because there has never been 

a body found that pertained to Jesus.  

 Recently I sat beside the bed of a dying 

Christian. While we will miss this dear life, we are 

enriched because we can speak with confidence 

that death is not a stopping place, only a threshold 

over which the soul passes from the realm of the 

physical to the eternal. Our faith in Christ’s 

resurrection gives us the basis to believe that loved 

ones gone from us, are not lost to us. We will meet 

them once again in eternity. 

 Only Christ’s resurrection makes this faith 

possible. Have a blessed Easter. 

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 2019     

 

DEDICATION OF  
NEW FRONT DOORS  

  

 Nearly 70 worshipers gathered at the front 

entrance to St. John’s United Methodist Church on 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 to dedicate the new front 

doors. Rev. Mark 

Conrad, South 

District  

Superintendent, and 

Rev. Ivan Schwenn, 

Pastor of the St. 

John’s UMC, 

celebrated the 

dedication of the new doors.  
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The original doors were constructed in 1931 and 

had deteriorated to the point that replacement was 

necessary. The original doors were not standard in 

size to door codes that exist today. To replace the 

old doors with a standard size door would have 

required removing and re-installing the stain-glass 

window above the existing doors. This would 

have doubled the cost of this project. 

 A local wood craftsman, Wayne 

Hausknecht, was contracted to build the new 

doors with two requirements to fulfill. First, the 

doors had to be strong so that the iron gate could 

be removed to 

enhance the 

appearance of the 

church entrance. 

Secondly, the doors 

had to be totally 

secured from the 

inside of the church.  

 The red paint 

on the doors matches 

the paint of the 

United Methodist 

Logo’s 

flame and 

the black 

trim 

matches the 

black of the 

cross on the 

logo. The 

result is a 

radical 

‘face-lift’ 

to the entrance to the church. 

 St. John’s UMC is eternally grateful to the 
many persons who faithfully supported this 

project and who gave generously to bring it to 
fruition. “To God be the glory, great things HE 
has done!” 

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 2019  
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THE NOMADS WERE AT  

ST. JOHN’S UMC! 
 

 A group of nine NOMADS arrived on 

February 18th to work on a variety of projects at St. 

John’s United Methodist Church. The team members 

were from South Dakota, Oklahoma, and Texas. The 

Nomads have blessed St. John’s for the third 

consecutive year.  

 NOMADS are retired people from all walks 

of life who want to make their retirement years as 

productive as the years they spent in their vocations. 

Some NOMADS are ‘full-time’ meaning they are 

probably living in their RV’s year-round and 

working in places all over the United States.  

 While they work with many churches, their 

work is not exclusive to churches. They are often 

active in disaster relief and many other needs that 

arise. 

 

 

One of the big projects accomplished this year was 

stripping, sealing, and waxing the floor of the 

Fellowship Hall.  

A variety of painting projects were completed  . . . 

Staining and finishing the door from the Arnold 

Room into the Sanctuary . . . 

 

Repainting and sprucing up the bathrooms in the 

Sunday School wing . . . 

 



Refreshing the paint on a piece of railing to be put to 

good use on the property . . 

 

Painting the trim around the windows through the 

wrought iron bars . . . 

A  tankless water heater was installed for the 20 

West Unit. 

 A The Nomads were a busy crew paying attention to 

every detail! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roof repairs were completed where needed. 

 

The 

wall in 

front of 

the 

church 

was 

chipped, re-meshed, plastered, and painted as well as 

most of the church exterior. 

RV’s like the one pictured were “Home Sweet 

Home” for the Nomads as they travel from place to 

place.  Their RV’s were housed at New Hope United 

Methodist Church in the South District. 
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WHO ARE THE NOMADS? . . . 

  The NOMADS are a part of the 

Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. 

Their moto is: “Nomads On a Mission -Active in 

Divine Service”  

  NOMADS provide volunteer labor for 

United Methodist organizations. They demonstrate 

God’s love through their work and by listening to the 

people with whom they work.  They do new 

construction, remodeling, and repairs for churches, 

children’s homes, camps, colleges, outreach 

missions, and disaster rebuilding.  

 Team members do maintenance, cleaning, 

painting, electrical, drywall, sewing,  and flooring. 

With God’s help, NOMADS pretty much do it all.  

 NOMADS Mission Statement: Rebuilding 
lives, homes, and facilities with God’s love and our 
hands. 

 NOMADS Vision: Fulfilling Needs Through 
Christ's Love 

 And in the same way, faith by itself, if not 
accompanied by action, is dead.  James 2:17  

NOMADS are people who: 

- are looking for retirement with a purpose 

- enjoy traveling in an RV 

- want to share their Christian faith 

- enjoy using their skills in service to others 

 

THE LIBRARY GETS A NAME 

     Majel Beal had a deep passion for literature and 

poetry that extended to further developing the 

collection in the St. John’s library and she took 

charge of it in the last years of her life. She was a 

natural-born librarian and was always sharing the 

inspirational works she came across with her friends. 

The library is a cozy reading room with a desk and 

chair, a comfy upholstered rocker, and bookcases 

full of books, prepared workshops and study guides, 

counseling, and some media. The topics are mostly 

religious or inspirational. There is a good selection 

of bibles and even a few novels. It’s the perfect 

haven for readers. To honor Majel’s work and 

dedication, St. John’s has chosen to name the library 

the Majel D. Beal Library.  

 

EASTER GIFT 
 

 

We want to remember Easter 

Not just for colored eggs  

And jelly beans 

 

Let’s turn our eyes  

Toward the cross 

And what it really means 

 

Jesus gave His life that day 

To free us from our sins 

So all mankind could have the Gift 

Of their Life beginning again 

 
Two men on either side of Christ 

Were far guiltier then He 
One asked Him for forgiveness  
Which He gave him lovingly 

 
The cross is not the end 

The Bible tells us so 
The grave gave way 

And from it, Christ Jesus, He arose! 
 

So may we not forget 
What Easter really means 

Accept the Gift God gave us 
And live our life accordingly 

 
Doris Butler 

 
St. John’s United Methodist Church 

60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398      

E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—10:45 am 

Tuesday Bible Study—9:00 am 

 

Saturday Sidewalk Ministry— 

 Saturdays 8:30 am to 10:00 am 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 5:00 pm   

 (Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 



 

 

 

April 2019 Calendar of Events 
 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend  

 All parishioners are invited 

Second Tuesday of each month   

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall     

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it 

 pertains today 

Everyone is welcome   

Every Tuesday     

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room    

 

 A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to 

enhance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

First Friday of each month   

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

 

Discovering ways to increase income to supple-

ment parishioners giving 

Those wishing to see St John’s UMC grow is 

encouraged to attend  

Fourth Tuesday of each month   

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Arnold Room  

 

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can 

enhance our church 

All adult women are encouraged to participate  

Third Tuesday of each month   

 @ 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 

services.  

First Saturday every-other month  

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

  
 

 

 

April 2019 Calendar 

April 2nd Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

April 5th Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 
April 9th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  
April 9th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 
April 13th Rummage Sale  
  8:00 - 12:00 pm 

April 16th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  
April 16th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 
April 23rd Bible Study @ 9:00 am  
April 23rd Ways & Means @ 1:30 pm 

April 30th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 
 

 
 

Easter  
Week  

Services 
 

 
 
April 14th  Palm Sunday Worship  

  at 9:30 am 
April 19th Good Friday Communion 
  Service at 6:00 pm 

April 21st Easter Sunrise Service 
  7:00 am 
  Easter Breakfast 

  8:15 am 
  Easter Worship 
  9:30 am 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
      

 
 
 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Ways & Means Committee Meeting 

Bible Study 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 


