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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 

       

The Healing of the Cross 
 
 Much of the Christian Church has 

a superficial concept of the cross of 

Christ. Men wear the cross on the lapels 

of their coats and ladies wear the cross on 

necklaces around their necks. We are 

enamored with the cross. But we must be 

careful that we do not allow this love 

relationship with a symbol to erase the 

meaning for which the symbol stands. 

      

The cross represents a collision 

between sin and grace.  

 Look not upon the cross as a 

tragedy. Jesus never looked at the cross in 

this manner. In John 12:27 He said, “Now 

is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? 

Father, save me from this hour: but for 

this cause came I unto this hour.” [see 

also Revelations 13:8].  
 

 Christ’s death on the cross was 

the supreme triumph of righteousness that 

shook the very foundations of hell. On 

the cross, Jesus Christ was made to be 

SIN FOR US so that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him. 
  

 Jesus didn’t die on the cross as the 

Son of God. He died on the cross as the 

Son of Man. He endured the cross the 

same way you and I must endure the 

impact of sin in our lives. That is the real 

agony that Christ faced in Gethsemane. It 

may help us to remember that in the 

temptation of Jesus, at the beginning of 

his public ministry, Satan attacked Jesus in 

his humanity---i.e. in physical hunger, in a 

desire to demonstrate the power of God in 

his life, and in his ultimate desire to rule 

over all human life in the world. In all these 

moral tests, Jesus never used His divine   

power as the Son of God to overcome the 

temptation of Satan. He overcame through 

the power of the Word and the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in His life. 
  

 Jesus overcame Satan’s onslaughts 

the same way you and I will defeat Satan. In 

Hebrews 9:13-14 the writer makes this 

incredible claim: “For if the blood of bulls 

and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer 

sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 

purifying of the flesh: 14 How much more 

shall the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 

God, purge your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God?” It was the 

presence and the power of the Holy Spirit in 

Christ’s life that kept Him free from sin and 

able to accept the cross as the Father’s 

purpose for Him.  
  

 This explains Jesus’ admonition to 

His disciples to “…tarry ye in the city of 

Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 

from on high.” [Luke 24:49]. 

 On the cross Christ died in our stead. 

He “…made him to be sin for us, who knew 

no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.” [2 Cor. 5:21]. 

By the stripes he bore in His body, we are 



 

 

 

healed from the pain and penalty of sin. Isaiah 

prophesied this hundreds of years before Christ 

when he wrote: “…He was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 

the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 

with his stripes we are healed.” [Isaiah 53:5]. 

 Don’t allow this Easter Season to pass you 

by with the scars of sin and the pain of the 

consequences of sin in your life. Jesus died on the 

cross for our healing. Let the balm of Calvary’s 

suffering soothe the pain of sin in your heart and 

mind. 

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 2019 

  

“CHRIST ON THE 

CROSS” 
 

 

“Jesus, who, on Calvary’s 

mountain 

 Poured thy precious 

blood for me,  

Wash me in His flowing 

fountain,  

 That my soul may spotless be. 

I have sinned, but oh, restore me; 

 For unless thou smiles on me, 

Dark is all the world before me, 

 Darker yet, Eternity.” 

Page 55, from “Wedding Feast” a book given to Emma R. Prosser 

from the Garners Church Sabbath School in the Year of our Lord, 

1880. 

 FAREWELL & BEST WISHES TO  

DORIS BUTLER 

 On Palm Sunday of this year, the St. 

John’s United Methodist Church said farewell to 

Doris Butler, an associate member of more than 

25 years. Doris, along with her late husband Ross, 

became actively involved with the St. John’s 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR/FARWELL TO DORIS BUTLER          Page 2 

congregation in 1993.  

 They were also active members of the 

Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

of Bourbonnais, 

Illinois. 

 Doris was 

active in the 

Worship 

Committee of the 

St. John’s 

congregation and 

served, as well, as 

a gifted lay-

speaker.  Her 

gifts in arranging 

flowers and other 

decorations were 

greatly 

appreciated. She 

sang in the choir and, for a period, helped direct the 

choir. 

 As Doris approaches her 95th birthday, she 

made the decision  to permanently locate to an 

assisted living facility in Huxley, Iowa.  

 Her final Sunday at St. John’s UMC was 

blessed with the presence of her daughter, Elizabeth 

(Betsy) and son-in-law, Mark Meyer, who preached. 

The congregation gathered around Doris and her 

family to wish her a blessed, prayerful farewell. 
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RUMMAGE ROOM 

     The Rummage Room is 

in need of shoes, blouses 

and toys.  Come and help 

organize the donations on 

Fridays from 8:00- 11:00 

am.  Your help will be 

gratefully appreciated by 

Mark Aguilar and Lina 

Mendoza.   

Please Note: The Rummage 

Room will be closed for the 

months of July and August 

due to the hot/humid 

weather.  It will reopen in 

September. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Craft ideas and board 

games are needed for 

the children attending 

our Children’s Sunday 

School.  Please let 

Daniella Mendoza, 

Mark Aguilar and Lina 

Mendoza if you have 

any ideas. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

 Many stay after 

the church worship 

service each Sunday 

and gather for a snack 

and fellowship.  

Sausage, block 

cheeses and crackers 

are always needed.  

 Your donations 

will be gratefully 

accepted by Frank Mendoza, Mark Aguilar, Lina 

Mendoza and Melyssa Anderson! 

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY 

The following Food Panty 

donations are requested: 

toiletry products, canned 

milk, juices, peanut butter 

& jelly, Ramen noodles, 

Vienna sausages, and crackers.   

 Your generosity continues to be a blessing to 

those who need a little extra help.  

 Cash donations are always welcome. Frank 

and Cathy Mendoza are grateful to all who continue 

to contribute to this vital ministry.    

 

SIDEWALK MINISTRY  

 The Sidewalk Ministry of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church continues to reach out to people 

from 9:00 – 10:30 am each Saturday.  A cup of hot 

coffee, a package of cookies or bread, a water bottle 

and some welcoming conversation puts a smile on 

the faces of those who stop by.    

  

 You are invited to join Cathy Mendoza, Lil 

Schwenn, and Donna Krenke to see for yourself how 

reaching out to others can make a difference and 

brighten their day. Every visitor is given a personal 

invitation to come to worship with us on Sunday 

mornings.  

 



CARD & GUEST BAG  

MINISTRY 

 The Card 

Ministry continues to 

send greeting cards 

each week.  There is an 

on-going need for 

greeting cards and 

stickers.   

 Please consider 

picking up a donation 

as you are out-and-

about shopping.   

  

 The group also puts together “Guest Bags” 

for those visiting the church for the first time.  

Donations of reading materials that will fit in a small 

bag and microwave popcorn are appreciated. 

Thanks! 

 

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

 Holy Week began with Rev. Mark Meyer, a 

seminary student from Pasadena, California, 

preaching from Psalm 15. His sermon stressed the 

need for “clean hands” and a “holy heart” as we 

approach the presence of God in His temple.  

 On Friday evening, a Good Friday/Maundy 

Thursday Communion Service was held with 37 in 

attendance.  

 On Saturday, the Sunday School children had 

an Easter celebration including an Easter Egg hunt, 

competitive coloring and fun 

games. Homemade cookies and 

cupcakes topped off the event. 

 Easter Sunrise Service was 

at 7:00 am with Ed and Kathleen 

Pluess in charge. Following the 

Sunrise Service, the Men’s Group 

provided breakfast for about 50 

persons featuring egg casseroles, 

pancakes, fruits and choice of 

cereals. 

The Easter 

Worship 
Service was 
well attended 

with Pastor 
Schwenn’s 
emphasis on the 

three commands 
of the empty 
tomb: “Do not 

be afraid…Come and See,… and, Go and tell.”  

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY – MAY 12 

 In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson 

officially declared the second Sunday in May as a 

national Mother’s Day. Celebrations of mothers and 

motherhood can be traced as far back as the ancient 

Greek and Roman cultures. Many countries of the 

world have some form of celebration for mothers.  
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 The origin of Mother’s Day in America can 

be traced back prior to the Civil War. Ann Reeves 

Jarvis of West Virginia started “Mother’s Day Work 

Clubs” designed to teach women how to properly 

care for their children.  

 At the conclusion of the Civil War, these 

clubs served to unify the divided country when Ann 

Jarvis started “Mother’s Friendship Day”. On these 

days, mothers would bring together former 

Confederate and Union soldiers in an effort of 

reconciliation.  

 Anna Jarvis, the daughter of Ann Reeves 

Jarvis, picked up her mother’s mantle and continued 

promoting a national day of celebration, recognizing 

the sacrifices mothers make for their children and 

families. Philadelphia department store owner, John 

Wanamaker, backed Ann Jarvis in her crusade. The 

first official Mother’s Day was celebrated at a 

Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. That 

same day thousands of women attended a Mother’s 

Day event at the Wanamaker’s retail stores 

throughout Philadelphia.  

 The Christian Church has ever supported the 

celebration of Mother’s Day. The 31st chapter of the 

Book of Proverbs, verses 10-31, provides ample 

substance for sermon topics on motherhood. 

  

In Latin America, 

Mother’s Day comes 

second only to 

Christmas in 

celebration and gift 

giving. It has been 

noted that more 

telephone calls are 

made on Mother’s 

Day than any other 

day of the year. 

Let’s keep this 

tradition alive and 

healthy. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION 

 Memorial Day is celebrated annually on the 

last Monday in May. Officially, Memorial Day is a 

day of remembrance for those who have died 

serving our country. In most organized communities 

there are parades and/or special services at local 

cemeteries. These will include a reading of names of 

veterans who have died and taps.   

 Occasionally there will be a speech by some 

dignitary. Here in Tucson, the Evergreen Cemetery 

has an excellent program and often hot dogs and 

drinks are served following the activities. Display 

the American flag on Memorial Day. Make plans to 

spend  time in honoring those who gave their lives 

for your freedom. Make your family plans for later 

in the day.  

St. John’s United Methodist Church  

60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ  

85713-6128 Pastor Ivan Schwenn  

pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com  

520-792-6398 E-mail:stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com  
  

Sunday Worship 9:30 am  

Children’s Sunday School 9:45 am  

Sunday Fellowship Time 10:45 am  

Tuesday Bible Study 9:00 am  
  

Saturday Sidewalk Ministry—   

Saturdays 8:30 am to 10:00 am  

Office Hours—8:00 am to 5:00 pm     

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 
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2019 MONTHLY MEETINGS 

  

  

The decision-making arm of the church Council 

Members are required to attend  All parishioners are 

invited Second Tuesday of each month     

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

     

  

The Word of God is examined to see how it pertains 

today Everyone is welcome   Every Tuesday      

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

  

 

 A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to  

enhance our church All adult men are encouraged to 

participate  First Friday of each month     

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room  

     

  

Discovering ways to increase income to supplement 

parishioners giving Those wishing to see St John’s 

UMC grow is encouraged to attend  Fourth Tuesday 

of each month       

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Arnold Room   

  

 

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can     

enhance our church All adult women are encouraged 

to participate  Third Tuesday of each month     

 @ 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall   

  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship  

services.  First Saturday every-other month    

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room 

 

May 2019   

 Monthly Meetings 

Dates/Times 

 

May 3rd Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

May 4th Worship Committee Meeting 9:00 am 

May 7th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

May 11th  Rummage Sale 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

May 14th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

May 14th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 

May 21st Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

May 21st Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

May 28th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

May 28th Ways & Means @ 1:30 pm 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 

MAY CALENDAR  

Administrative Council Meeting 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Ways & Means Committee Meeting 


