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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 

“PRAYER LEADS TO 
INVOLVEMENT . . .” 
 
 “Matthew 9:36 describes the 

world to which Jesus was ministering: 

“When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without 

a shepherd.” “Harassed and helpless” 

describes animals that have been attacked 

and torn by wild beasts leaving them 

prostrate on the ground. It is a picture of 

helplessness and hopelessness. It is to 

such a devastating spiritual calamity that 

Jesus came and ministered.  

 From the time I came to St. 

John’s United Methodist church in 2008, 

I was made aware that our church existed 

amid homelessness, drug addiction and 

prostitution. It was an environment I was 

not prepared to meet. 

 It has been one of our objectives 

to reach out to this environment, in every 

way we can, to help alleviate the 

suffering and hopelessness so evident in 

the faces of people who walk by our 

campus. 

 Matthew makes us aware that 

Jesus came as a herald. He had a message 

from His Father to suffering humanity. 

That message consisted of truths that the 

Father gave Him; truths that the helpless 

and harassed subjects needed to hear.  

 As Jesus looked upon the tragic 

condition of society of His day, he could 

not remain indifferent. His compassion 

forced him to identify with those 

conditions and become actively involved to 

remove the suffering caused by sin, habits 

and injustice.  

 We can see evidence of similar 

conditions in American society today. The 

Church of Jesus Christ stands in the 

position of God’s herald today. We have a 

message to deliver. It is not our own 

message, but the one that God has given us 

to announce. The message God has given 

us is His Word. And His Word is truth. If 

souls are to be saved from the  

ravages of sin and debauchery, we must 

faithfully declare the truth God has placed 

in our hands to deliver. 

 The church today cannot afford to 

remain as a ‘castle’ within a ravaged 

society. The church must identify with the 

needs of humans and get involved to 

reduce the ravages of sin, destructive 

addictions and injustices.  

 How does a pastor bring about the 

kind of spiritual transformation that will 

motivate his church back into the world 

where human suffering exists? Jesus faced 

that challenge with his disciples. Jesus 

expresses this challenge in verse 37-38: 

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers 

are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field.” He called his followers 

through prayer to ask God for more 

laborers who would go out into the harvest 

field. 

 I remember when I first connected 

the 10th chapter of Matthew with Chapter 9 

verse 38. It is a lesson I will never forget. 

Jesus knew if He could get His disciples to 



 

 

 

pray for the needs of the people to whom He 

ministered; it would not be long before they 

would become available as laborers among the 

ravaged people in their society. 

 As a pastor, I have the solemn 

responsibility to deliver God’s message to my 

people. It is not for me to deliver my opinion, but 

the truth God’s Word declares. Central to that 

message is the possibility of grace that can 

transform the sinner and the addict into 

productive persons for the kingdom. Christ’s 

death on the cross allows me to proclaim 

forgiveness for sins. His resurrection from the 

dead gives that message of freedom from the 

power and paralysis of sin in one’s life. 

 I also have the task of motivating my 

listeners to become involved in the ministry of 

reconciliation and grace. Like Jesus, I realize the 

need for prayer to become a part of all our lives. 

For if I can get my people to pray for the needs 

around us, it will not be long before many of 

those praying will look for ways that they can 

become involved in relieving the suffering and 

pain. 

 Nothing has changed from the moment 

Christ uttered the words, “The harvest is truly 

plentiful, but the laborers are few.” The need for 

prayer is equally needed today. Will you join me 

in prayer?             

 
  . 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 2019 

Operation Christmas 

Child is a Project of 

Samaritan's Purse. After 

sharing the story of the 

Good Samaritan, Jesus 

said “Go and do likewise.” That is the mission of 

Samaritan's Purse—to follow the example of 

Christ by helping those in need and proclaiming 

the hope of the Gospel.  
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 First you need to decide whether to pack a 

shoebox for a girl or boy.  Then you need to decide 

on the age group: 2-4 years old, 5-9 years old or 10-

14 years old. 

 

 Shoeboxes and directions for preparing a 

shoebox are available from Bob & Mary Jo Gaines 

(520) 468-1545. The Final Drop-Off Day is at the 

Sunday morning worship service on November 

17th.  

 Be sure to follow the guidelines for what 

types of toys to pack, and especially, what NOT to 

pack! Please remember all items must be NEW. 

And, Please pray for the child who will be 

receiving your Shoebox gift. 

 

 This year, the shipping donation is $9.00 

per Shoebox. Please be sure to enclose the donation 

inside your Shoebox.  

If you have any questions, we will be more than 

happy to help.  
 

CHOIR NOTES 

YOU are invited to 

join the choir. All are 

welcome! Please 

consider adding your 

voice to the St. John’s Choir! The more the 

merrier!! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

St. John’s Sunday 

School strives to help 

children grow in their 

knowledge of the 

Bible.  The children 

participate in crafts, 

board games and 

simple Bible lessons to 

help them become more familiar with the Bible.  

Daniella, Lina and Mark welcome your suggestions 

of activities for our young learners.   
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RUMMAGE  OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 The Rummage 

Outreach Ministry is  

coordinated by Mark 

Aguilar and Rosalina 

Mendoza. You are 

invited to assist them 

in organizing the 

donated items, as you 

are able.  They 

welcome your help!  

 For more information, contact Mark (520) 

360-8966 or Rosalina (520) 351-1072   

 The items for sale are donations given to the 

church specifically 

for the rummage 

sales.  

 

 The 

Rummage Sale 

Ministry is  grateful 

for the many who systematically deposit items for 

sale.  

 

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 You are 

invited to join 

others in the 

Fellowship Hall 

after the church 

worship service 

each Sunday for 

snacks and 

fellowship.  Sausage, block cheeses, crackers, chips 

and dips are always appreciated.   Please feel free 

to join in this time of fun and fellowship - with or 

without food! 

 

 

 

THE FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY 

NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

The Food Pantry of St. 

John’s UMC gives out 6-8 

food boxes per week, so the 

pantry shelves are always in 

need of replenishing.  

 Items specially 

needed include: Ramen Noodles, crackers, spaghetti 

sauce, noodles, canned food products, as well as 

cookies and toilet paper. Cash to buy specific items 

is also appreciated! 

FOR OCTOBER: Please bring spaghetti sauce 

and noodles and juices.  Thanks! 

  

SIDEWALK OUTREACH MINISTRY  

The Sidewalk Outreach 

Ministry began in order to 

help St. John’s UMC be 

more visible to those in 

the community and to 

offer a warm cup of 

coffee, a cookie and 

conversation to those passing by the church.   

 On Saturday mornings from 8:30 - 9:30 am, 

over a cup of coffee and a cookie, often 

conversations take place in which special needs are 

expressed. The Sidewalk Ministry personnel are 

prepared to offer a prayer for these needs 

immediately.  

 A variety of devotional materials such as The 

Upper Room and The Daily Bread and Bibles in 

both English and Spanish are available to those who 

want them.  

 The Sidewalk Outreach Ministry is very 

rewarding. Friendships are begun and people are 

invited to come to church on Sunday mornings.  

 Volunteers are always invited to join the 

Sidewalk Outreach Ministry to visit with, listen to 

and pray with and for others.  



TRACKING TEAM &  

CARD OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 It really means a lot to get a piece of personal 

mail these days.  It represents someone has thought 

of you and the evidence of that 

thought is being sent your way 

in the form of a card!  Time and 

effort were put into your 

receiving the card that was sent.   

 The Card Outreach 

Ministry sends “Thinking of 

You” cards, on a regular basis, 

to encourage people who are ill 

or homebound or are just needing a little “pick-me-

up”.  

 The Card Outreach Ministry also provides 

gift bags with microwave popcorn, devotions, 

bookmarks and a St. John’s pen for those visiting St. 

John’s UMC for the first time.  

 These are  just a couple of the ways this 

Ministry represents and demonstrates St. John’s is a 

church that cares and wants to let others know they 

are being thought about.   Hat’s off to the Card 

Outreach Ministry!!!! You can help this ministry 

continue by donating cards, stickers and microwave 

popcorn.  Thanks! 

 

“OF LOSSES AND GAINS” 

 In preparing The Pastor’s Report for Charge 

Conference this year, one statistic caught my 

attention. During 2019 our church lost three of its 

oldest and  active members. Two of them by death 

and the third by change of address. These three 

members represented a significant part of the 

ministry, financial support and history of our 

Church. 

 As a pastor, I never like to lose quality 

members. Losses can drive fear into one’s heart for 

the future of the church. But two things checked me 

before I became emotionally involved. The first was, 

while we lost 3 persons, we gained 6 new members.  

 The second especially caught my attention. 

Majel Beal championed the Operation Christmas 

Child Project each fall. She passionately filled 

shoeboxes for needy children to be sent around the 

world. God. Does anyone have  this vision like 

Majel? 

 In His providential wisdom, God brought 

Bob and MaryJo Gaines to St. John’s UMC. They 

have been involved with Samaritan’s Purse and 

Operation Christmas Child for many years. So, God 

has His way of letting us know what ministries have 

His blessing by providing people to carry them out.  

 Shoeboxes are available each Sunday in the 

Arnold Room. 

GLENNA  Y. CRAW 

1/18/1930 - 8/28/19 

 Glenna was preceded in death by her 

husband, Edwin and grandson, Daniel.  She was 
survived by children: Cindy, Cari (Eddie), Aros, 
Cathy (Francisco) Mendoza and David in addition to 

nine grand-children and seven great-grandchildren. 

 She was a devoted teacher for 45 years, the 

Choir director at Hope UMC and St. John’s UMC, 

the president of Sunnyside Little League for 15 

years and was an avid bowler.  Her memorial service 

was held at St. John’s UMC on Wednesday, 

September 11th.  She will be missed by many whose 

lives she touched. 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES AT ST. JOHN’S & MORE . . .    Page 4 



 

 

BIBLE WORD SERACH: 

APOSTLES/DISCIPLES 

(words can be backwards. diagonal, straight across or up and down) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(FIND CAPTIAL LETTER WORDS ONLY) 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—11:00 am 

 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 4:00 pm   

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 
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SIMON Peter ANDREW James ZEBEDEE 

JOHN PHILIP BARTHOLOMEW 

THOMAS MATTHEW James ALPHAEUS 

THADDAEUS SIMON Judas ISCARIOT 

MATTHIAS PAUL  

B J N K F D E A Z T E T G D M 

Y A T O S K L M W H D H K D S 

M S R I O P S E S A I O F S K 

S P M T H Z H P H D E M T F B 

O O C A H T Y V X D E A N H W 

N N E T T O D J I A D S S E P 

S U R A R P L P R E E C U Y M 

S A M B I H H O X U B U H A G 

T O I R A C S I M S E L P T L 

T T N H S O Z F L E Z N U S B 

N L U M T P L I R I W A L A T 

H R J Q T T Z I A D P Q B X P 

N H O J G C A N D R E W R M W 

U M W J F J W M R R D J D W F 

H X Y S U S W L P K R O R E P 



 

 

October/November  

2019 Calendar of Events 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend -All pa-

rishioners are invited 

Second Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall     

 

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it per-

tains today.  Everyone is welcome   

Every Tuesday      

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room 

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to en-

hance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

First Friday of each month    

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

 

 

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can 

enhance our church 

All adult women are encouraged to participate  

Third Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

 

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 

services.  

First Saturday every-other month   

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room      

  
 

The St. John’s UMC Women’s Emotional Support 

Group meets the  

First Saturday of each month  

@ 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

October/November 2019 Calendar 

 

Oct. 1st  Bible Study @ 9:00 am   

Oct. 4th  Men’s Group @ 9:00 am   

Oct. 5th  Women’s Emotional Support   

  Group @ 1:00 pm 

Oct. 8th  Bible Study @ 9:00 am    

Oct. 8th  AD Council @ 1:30 pm   

Oct. 12th   Rummage Sale  

  8:00 am-12:00 pm  

Oct. 15th   Bible Study @ 9:00 am   

Oct. 22nd   Bible Study @ 9:00 am   

Oct. 22nd   Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm   

Oct. 29th   Bible Study @ 9:00 am 
 

 

November 1st Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

November 2nd Women’s Emotional Support 

   Group @1:00 pm 

November 5th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

November 9th  Rummage Sale  

   8:00 am-12:00 pm 

November 12th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

November 12th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 

November 19th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

November 19th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

November 26th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

November 26th Ways & Means @ 1:30 pm 

 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Women’s Emotional Support Group 

Bible Study 

Men’s Group Meeting 


