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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
 This past Advent Season, I 

approached my sermons on the basis 

that the Christian New Year begins with 

the first Sunday of Advent. It just 

happened that the first Sunday fell on 

December 1st which seemed to add to 

my desire to present this approach. 
  

 I thought about the contrasts 

between the Christian New Year and our 

New Year secular. The Christian New 

Year breaks into our lives with a 

renewed vision of hope because just as 

Christ came as a baby to give His life for 

the sins of the human race, we, who 

sincerely love Him, look forward to that 

day when Jesus will come again to 

rapture His church to Himself.  
  

 Contrast that with the party 

reveling that often is part of a secular 

New Year’s Day. Add to this the 

collection of hastily proposed New 

Year’s Resolutions that quickly 

disappear in the dust of our shallow 

commitments. Within days most persons 

will have broken with their intentions 

and for many, even forgotten what new 

pledge they made to themselves. 
  

 The first Advent took place in a 

context of expectancy. Many Jews held 

tenaciously to their belief that God had 

promised a Messiah. Their anticipation 

was accelerated by the appearance of 

John the Baptist who had the earmarks 

of the promised forerunner. John saw 

himself as the “…voice crying in the 

wilderness, prepare the way for the 

Lord.”   

 Many Jews went out to listen to John 

and to be baptized by him. This demanded a 

willingness to make sacrifices as John lived 

in the solitude of the wilderness and often 

baptized in the River Jordan. As they 

listened to his messages, they believed they 

were on the threshold of the Messiah’s 

coming. 
 

 My attention was caught by the 

ironic thought of a “…voice crying in the 

wilderness.” We live in an era of mass 

communication possibilities; Radio, 

television, smart phone texting, twitter and 

Facebook. Why would the God of our 

universe display His Messiah in the isolation 

of a wilderness where jackals, grasshoppers, 

lizards and scorpions abound? Why did God 

not bring His Messiah to Jerusalem and its 

magnificent temple? 
 

 Then I was reminded of the moment 

when the Magi arrived and asked the leaders 

of Jerusalem, “Where is He that is born king 

of the Jews? For we have seen His star in 

the east and have come to worship 

him.” [Matthew 2:2]. This question was not 

appreciated. It caused the people of 

Jerusalem, starting with King Herod, to 

tremble in fear. While they were looking for 

the Messiah, they had their own 

preconceived idea what the Messiah would 

look like and do. A baby, born in a stable, 

didn’t fit their scheme of things. 

  

 Mark 1:9 tells us, “In those days 

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptized by John in the Jordan.” He 

just came. He looked more like a carpenter 

than a Messiah. There was nothing unusual 



 

 

about Jesus. Except that when he came up out of 

the water, the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 

the form of a dove and a voice from heaven 

declared, “You are my Son, My beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.”  [Mark 1:11].  

 None of the Gospel writers relate that 

anyone present at the moment of Jesus’ baptism 

recognized Jesus as the Messiah. The best record 

we have is that of John who testified, “I myself did 

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 

with water said to me, He on whom you see the 

Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes 

with the Holy Spirit. And I myself have seen and 

have testified that this is the Son of God.” [John 

1:33-34]. 

 As I reflect over my messages this past 

month, a challenge has come to my heart. I am 

challenged to take time to contemplate the 

possibility that Jesus is coming again. Just as at the 

time Jesus was born, there are signs that indicate  

His coming could be near. Today there are also 

signs that Jesus could come in my lifetime, maybe 

even in this year. What about the possibility that it 

might happen today?  

 “In those days Jesus came…”. Nothing out 

of the ordinary in that day except when Jesus 

comes, He transforms the ordinary into the extra-

ordinary. 

 I don’t want a day to get past me without 
contemplating the possibility that Jesus might 

come on this day. Let this become the passion for 
your New Year! 

  

THE SAWS PROJECT - AZJFON 
 
SAWs© is a 
national 
organization of 
men who build high -
quality, removable 
and reusable wooden 
ramps for low 
income, permanently 
disabled individuals 
who use 
wheelchairs, 
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scooters or walkers. 
 
 In Arizona they 

work in conjunction with 

the United Methodist 

Men.  Friday, December 

13th, Bob Gaines and 

Eric Giffin participated 

with other laymen to 

build a ramp for the 

AZJFON (Arizona 

Justice For Our Neighbors) Project located at the 

San Juan Bautista Lutheran Church. Arizona Justice 

For Our Neighbors is a project of the Desert 

Southwest Conference offering Quality Immigration 

Legal Services for the low income immigrant 

community. 

The San Juan Bautista Lutheran Church has 
provided the above facility for use by Arizona For 
Justice Our Neighbors. 
 

CHOIR NOTES 

YOU are invited to join the 

choir. All are welcome! 

Rehearsals are on Saturday 

mornings at 10:00 am. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

St. John’s Sunday School 

strives to help children grow 

in their knowledge of the 

Bible.  Simple Bible lessons 

help our children become 

more familiar with the Bible.   
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TRACKING TEAM & CARD 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 You can help reach out to others by donating 

cards, stickers and microwave popcorn or cash to 

purchase needed supplies.  Thanks! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WHEN I WAS  

YOUNG by John O’Hara 

 Prepped and ready to go was the white mare 

horse and the old family Cutter Sleigh, (like Santa’s) 

if you never saw one.  We, two boys or sometimes 

three, were clothed for a cold two plus mile ride to 

Midnight Christmas Eve Mass.  What was neat 

about this annual event was the driver.  She was 

none other than a lady who was mother of six; (three 

grown girls before the three boys) a prominent 

person in the community; the main stay in the 

church choir. 

 She was the operational manager and chief 

cook at the Bonnie View resort, our home, AND she 

was our mother (Amanda O’Hara). 

 She cracked the whip and drove this horse 

and cutter but once a year and never faltered.  Mom 

hitched the horse to a fence- post in the church yard 

and we all went in. Mom sang in the choir.  When 

all was done, we got our cold long ride home again, 

where she stabled and unharnessed the horse.  Then 

we all went in for hot, thick soup and reminisced 

about the evening, before we went to bed. 

 In our hearts we remember well this annual 

Christmas event, which is one for the books.  Our 

dad, Tony O’Hara, would periodically ride up front 

on the driver’s bench, as well.  This annual event 

was in Ontario, Canada, on the north shore of 

Georgian Bay off Lake Huron; Snow country. 

 You just can’t forget anything as wonderful 

a this yearly event.  It was so much a part of an old 

time Christmas scene.  The night ride was through a 

beautiful snowy country setting and made you feel 

closer to Jesus.  Surely this is one of my most 

wonderful childhood memories. 

RUMMAGE  OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 You are 

invited to assist the  

Rummage Outreach 

Ministry. Contact the 

coordinators Mark 

Aguilar (360-8966) 

or Rosalina (351-

1072) to help them in 

organizing the 

donated items at the workdays on Friday mornings.  

They welcome your help!  

  

You are invited to join others 

for food & fellowship after 

the church worship service 

each Sunday.   Snack and 

finger foods are always 

appreciated.   Forgot your 

food items? No problem---- 

Join us anyway!! We would love to see you with or 

without food!!! 
 

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY 

 Items 

specifically needed for 

the Food Pantry 

include: non perishable 

items like canned fruits 

and vegetables, canned 

meats, pasta noodles, 

sauces, juices and diapers. Cash to buy specific 

items is also appreciated! 



SIDEWALK MINISTRY  

The Sidewalk Outreach 

Ministry offers a warm cup 

of coffee, a cookie, 

conversation and prayer to 

those passing by the church.   

Join others on Saturday 

mornings from 8:30 - 9:30 

am, in front of the church.   St. John’s continues to 

be a welcoming presence in the neighborhood.  

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

THANK YOU . . .  

 We 

would like to 

thank everyone 

for their 

participation in 

the Operation 

Christmas Child 

project this 

year.  

 St. 

John’s sent 60 shoeboxes to children around the 

world in need…of hearing the Good News of Jesus 

Christ! The Southern Arizona team collected 10,391 

shoeboxes! Each shoebox has the potential of 

reaching 7 people for Christ. That’s 72,737 Gospel 

opportunities for the boxes this year from Southern 

Arizona!! Praise God! We are looking forward to 

next year! God Bless each of you!   Bob & 

Mary Jo Gaines 

 

 NOMADS – 2020 

 St. John’s United Methodist Church will 

have a team of NOMADS here from February 17th 

to March 5th. The team leaders will be Jim and Linda 

Tyas from Missouri. Jim and Linda were here two 

years ago and are looking forward to their return. 

They have a full team of six couples who will begin 

arriving February 15th.  

 The NOMADS began in 1988 with 24   

members completing five projects in Texas and 

Oklahoma.  Currently they offer about 175 projects 

each year and have over 900 active members. 

NOMADS stand for “Nomads On a Mission Active 

in Divine Service”. They provide volunteer labor for 

United Methodist organizations. They do new 

construction, remodeling and repairs in churches, 

church camps, children’s homes and other related 

ministries. Many bring skills of the highest order to 

the projects they work on.  

 One area of concentration this year will be 

the sanctuary. Our goal is to refinish the pews and 

altar furniture to be more presentable. There will 

also be several paint projects; interior and exterior. 

There are several doors that need adjusting so they 

will open and close more freely. 

 Mike and Marsha Davis, who have been at 

St. John’s UMC twice previously, will be coming 

after the February team leaves to work on other 

projects. 

 St. John’s 

Trustees Committee, 

under the leadership 

of Eric Giffin, is in 

the process of lining 

up the projects for 

this year’s 

NOMADS. Church 

attenders who have 

suggestions for 

improvements should 

submit them in written form to the clip board placed 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 There is a need for a team of local persons 

who can help provide lunches for the NOMADS 

each day and organize snacks and drinks throughout 

the day. If you can assist in this vital area, contact 

Donna Durant or Pastor Ivan.  

 St. John’s UMC has been richly blessed by 

the love and labors of  NOMADS. We are confident 

that this year’s team will be a rich blessing as well. 

God Bless the NOMADS! 
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Words can be found across, up and down and diagonal. 
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January 2020 Calendar of Events 

 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend -All 

parishioners are invited 

Second Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall     

 

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it 

pertains today.  Everyone is welcome   

Every Tuesday      

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room 

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to 

enhance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

First Friday of each month    

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can 

enhance our church 

All adult women are encouraged to participate  

Third Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 

services.  

First Saturday every-other month   

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 Calendar 

  

January 3rd Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

January 7th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

January11th  Rummage Sale 8:00 am-12:00  

January 14th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

January 14th AD Council @ 1:30 pm 

January 21st Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

January 21st Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

January 28th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

 

 
 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—11:00 am 

 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 4:00 pm   

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Bible Study 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 


