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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 

THE CHRISTIAN’S 
BALANCING ACT 
 

One of the great challenges 

facing every Christian was pinpointed 

by Jesus in His High Priestly prayer 

recorded for us in John 17. In praying 

for the welfare of his disciples after He 

has gone back to heaven, Jesus reminds 

the Father that those followers are "... 

still in the world,..." [17:11] but they 

are not "...of the world." [17:14]. It can 

be argued that this was the greatest 

concern of Jesus as He prepared to 

return to heaven.  

Jesus’ hope lay in two vital 

provisions He had made for His 

followers. First, He had thoroughly 

saturated them with the teaching of 

God's truth---the Word of God. Thus in 

v. 14, He prays, "I have given them 

your word and the world has hated 

them, for they are not of this world." 

When we make the Word of God our 

primary source of truth and guidance, 

we immediately come into conflict 

with the values that the world around 

us espouses. 

Secondly, Jesus asks His Father 

to "sanctify them by the truth; your 

word is truth." [v. 17]. Jesus had set 

Himself apart to do the Father's will. 

And He knows his followers will fail 

unless they also set themselves apart to 

this one purpose of doing God's will. It 

is the Word of God that provides the 

truth that will complete the sanctifying 

work in their lives.  

Did you notice the crucial role 

the Word of God plays in the 

believer’s life if one hopes to be 

effective for Jesus? Satan always 

dresses up sin in the most alluring 

forms while at the same time hiding 

the price tag of sin’s consequences. 

We must balance  

our spiritual walk so that on the one 

hand we don’t become so  

“heavenly-minded that we are no 

earthly good”, and on the other hand 

we become so compromised with this 

world  that people cannot detect a 

measurable distinction between us and 

the world.  

The Psalmist gave us his secret 

of keeping himself free from this 

world’s sinful influence when he 

wrote, “Your word I have hidden in 

my heart, that I might not sin against 

You!” [Psalm 119:11]. 

If we are to successfully fulfill 

God’s will in our daily walk in this 

world, we, too, must keep our hearts 

and minds saturated with the truth of 

God’s Word. The Bible is our primary 

source of achieving sanctification of 

our hearts and our lives. In neglecting 

this, we make ourselves vulnerable to 

the pressures of the pleasures of sin 

that only last for a season. 

 

written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn, 
January, 2020--- 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+17


 

 

 

FATHER DYER UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 The Father Dyer United Methodist Church 

was dedicated on August 22, 1880 on its beautiful 

and majestic setting 

in Breckenridge, 

Colorado. 

Breckenridge is 

located about 80 

miles southwest of 

Denver at an altitude 

of 9,600 feet.  

  

The church is named 

after John Lewis 

Dyer, who was born 

in Franklin County, 

Ohio in 1812. His father moved to Illinois where 

John received some formal education. He married 

Harriet Foster in 1833 and shortly afterward moved 

his young family to Wisconsin to work in the lead 

mines. 

 Upon the death of his wife and an infant 

daughter, shortly thereafter, John decided to become 

a Methodist minister. He became a circuit rider 

traveling from town to town as his services were 

needed for preaching, funerals and weddings. 

 His circuit covered a vast area of Wisconsin 

and Minnesota and during the harsh winters, 

Norwegian immigrants taught him how to make skis 

that allowed him to travel more easily in the heavy 

snow.  

 In 1861, John left his remaining children 

with a sister and traveled to Colorado to join his son 

who had taken a position as store clerk in Denver. 

With declining eyesight and a passion to see the 

mountains and especially Pike’s Peak, John began a 

preaching circuit through Colorado’s many 

mountain mining towns. In this environment, his 

experience with snowshoes and skis greatly 

enhanced his ability to minister year round. 

 His income 

from his ministerial 

services was so little 

that he started 

carrying mail over the 

Mosquito Pass to 

villages accessible 

only by horseback or 

on foot.  

 Rev. Dyer 

started several 

churches including the 

one in Breckenridge. 

The original chapel in 

Breckenridge was 50 foot in length by 25 foot in 

width with a ceiling that was 16 feet high. 

 At the youthful age of 68, Rev. Dyer 

conducted the dedication and first service in the 

Breckenridge Church. It represented the first church 

to be located on the western slope. Five years later 

he moved to Denver where he wrote and published 

his autobiography entitled, “The Snow-Shoe 

Itinerant”. Father Dyer died in 1901 at the age of 

89. 

 The full 

impact of Father 

Dyer’s ministry can 

be measured by the 

fact that he is listed 

as one of the 16 

founders of the state 

of Colorado and his 

likeness can be seen 

in a stain-glass 

window, with the other founders, in the dome of that 

state’s capital.  

 Our interest in this historical story of 

Methodism was inspired by John and Nancy 

Gregory who were members of the Father Dyer 

United Methodist church before they transferred 

their membership to St. John’s UMC in Tucson.  

Joe Riegert assisted in gathering historical data for 
this article.  
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FAITH’S ESSENTIAL ROLE 

By Donna Durant 

 

 Divine salvation doesn’t just affect the head 

or the heart of an individual. Salvation affects the 

entire personality which consists of body, soul and 

spirit. Your mind is where you think or reason. Your 

soul is the source of your life or vitality. Your will is 

where you decide or determine the actions of your 

life. Faith is a vital ingredient for all your spiritual 

life. 1 John 5:14 defines faith as the personal 

confidence we have in Jesus. “Now this is the 

confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 

anything according to His will, He hears us.” Faith is 

our confidence that God can always be trusted in 

what His Word promises.  

  

 Faith does not come to the Christian in 

mature form. Paul anticipated this when he wrote: 

“So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 

word of God.”. [Romans 10:17]. It is as we expose 

our minds to the truth of God’s word by reading it or 

listening to Biblical preaching, that our faith is 

strengthened and prepared for the next step. 

 It all comes back to your having confidence 

in God; confidence that God can help you find the 

right thoughts for your mind. As Paul wrote to the 

Colossians, “…seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set 

your mind on things above, not on things on the 

earth.” [Col. 3:1-2].  
 

 Have confidence in God’s will for your life. 

“Trust in the LORD, and do good;… 4 Delight 

yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the 

desires of your heart.” [Psalm 37:3-4]. 
 

 Have confidence in God by doing His will 

with your life. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my 

commands.” [John 14:17]. This is how we love Jesus 

and the Father; by doing what He has commanded us 

to do. 

Written by Donna Durant;  

Edited by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn 
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You are invited to join 

others for food & 

fellowship after the church 

worship service each 

Sunday.   Snack and finger 

foods are always 

appreciated.  Forgot your 

food items? No problem---- 

Join us anyway!! We would love to see you with or 

without food!!! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

 For a second year, St. John’s United 

Methodist Church prepared  a Christmas luncheon on 

Christmas Day. A German cuisine was prepared 

including Sauerbraten and Sauerkraut along with 

other dishes. The luncheon was served at 1:00 p.m. 

with 28 persons in attendance. The emphasis was on 

food, fellowship and fun, in that order. Most of those 

who attended were people from the church family 

who didn’t have their biological families near them.  

 Four persons walked into the Fellowship Hall 

by simple invitation as they passed by on the street. 

Three of these persons were homeless. One was out-

of-state and couldn’t get home because of work. 

 It is our intention to serve a Thanksgiving 
Day luncheon as well as a Christmas Day luncheon 
this year when the holiday seasons arrive.  

 

LAY SERVANT WORKSHOP 

For the third consecutive 

year, St. John’s United 

Methodist Church hosted 

the South District Lay 

Servant Basic Training in 

early December. This year, 

the Advanced Course was 

also taught at the same 

time. More than 15 lay 

persons from various churches were in attendance.  
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NOMADS RETURN 

 On February 17th, ten NOMADS will begin 

work on projects at St. John’s United Methodist 

Church. The primary project is to refinish the pews 

and altar in the sanctuary. A Capital Fund has been 

established to replace the pew pads and carpeting on 

the platform. $5,000.00 has been estimated to cover 

this project and at this writing $300.00 has been 

received. To donate to this project, simply designate; 

Capital Fund for Pew Pads and Carpet. 

 

ST. JOHN’S LENTEN SERVICES 

 

Wednesday, February 26   

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE – 6:00 P.M. 
 

Sunday, April 5 PALM SUNDAY  

9:30 A. M. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday, April 10 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY/

GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE (TBA) 

 
 

Sunday, April 12  

EASTER SUNRISE – 7:00 A. M. 
 

Sunday, April 12  

EASTER BREAKFAST – 8:15 A.M. 
 

Sunday, April 12   

EASTER WORSHIP – 9:30 A.M. 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF  

BOB & MARY JO GAINES  

50TH ANNIVERSARY!! 

 

 Please join us for our 50th Wedding Anni-

versary Celebration  

February 8th, 2020.  

We will have the Renewal of our Vows at 2:00 pm in 

the Sanctuary, and  

Reception immediately after in the Fellowship Hall. 

No gifts, please! 

  
 Let us share a brief history of our life togeth-

er. We met in 1968, in Pensacola, Florida, while Bob 

was in Flight Training for the US Coast Guard. Mary 

Jo was on vacation! We became engaged December 

26, 1969, in Upstate New York and married in Mo-

bile, Alabama, February 7, 1970. From there, we 

moved to:  San Diego, California, January 1971, 

McMinnville, Oregon, December 1972, Saigon, S 

Vietnam; Bob in March 1973 and Mary Jo followed 

in June 1973. We returned to the States (God Bless 

America!!) in December 1973. From there, we lived 

in Ohio until moving to Colorado in 1992, then to 

Sunny Tucson in 2009. Our boys were born in Ohio; 

Rob in 1974 and Brian in 1976.     We have had an 

adventurous life together!     

       

 Bob & Mary Jo  
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February 2020 Calendar of Events 

 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend  

All parishioners are invited 

Second Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall     

 

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it per-

tains today.  Everyone is welcome   

Every Tuesday      

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room 

 

 

A gathering of people for discussion and sharing 

to offer emotional support to one another. 

First Saturday of each month 

 @  10:00 a.m. 

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to en-

hance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

First Friday of each month    

 @ 9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room     

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can 

enhance our church 
All adult women are encouraged to participate  
Third Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming worship 
services.   
First Saturday of every-other month 

 @9:00 a.m. in the Arnold Room 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

February 2020 Calendar 

 

February 1st Emotional Support Group @  

   10:00 am - Fellowship Hall  

February 4 th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

February 7th Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

February 8th  Rummage Sale 8:00 -12:00 pm 

February 11th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

February 11th AD Council @ 1:30 pm  

February 18th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

February 18th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

February 25th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

 

 

 

 
St. John’s United Methodist Church 

60 W. Veteran’s Blvd.  
Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

 
Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 
520-792-6398      

E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

 
Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—11:00 am 

 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 4:00 pm   

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 

Bible Study  

Administrative Council Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Emotional Support Group Meeting 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 


