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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
Some years ago, I was preparing a Sunday 

bulletin and as I typed in the name of the 

United Methodist Church, I inadvertently 

typed the word “Untied” instead of  

“United”. In the more than 20 years since 

this occurred, many Methodists have come 

to conclude that the mistaken term is ap-

propriate to the divisions shaking our de-

nomination. 

 Millions of United Methodists are 

anxiously waiting for the 2020 General 

Conference in hopes that some resolution 

may come forth that will unite Methodists 

again.  I do not write with any hope to pre-

dict that will be the future. I write to re-

flect upon what must take place if we are 

to be drawn together once again. 

 In my early years in Bible College, 

I remember the first time I looked at a map 

of the New East to trace the movement of 

the Israelites as they left slavery in Egypt 

in an effort to conquer the promised land 

of Canaan. It struck me that Moses didn’t 

have GPS because there was and still is a 

direct route from Egypt to Israel which 

would take about a week to traverse by 

foot.  

 Why did God lead Moses down 

into the desert waste of the Sinai Peninsu-

la? The only answer was for Moses to re-

ceive the Ten Commandments which 

would become the Constitution of the Na-

tion of Israel. God knew, that if the Israel-

ites were to have any chance to conquer 

the land of Canaan, they needed to become 

something more than a collection of war-

ring tribes.  

(We can see how much harmony that 

brings by looking at what our military has 

faced in the nearly two decades of fighting 

in Afghanistan. The internal conflicts of 

tribal leaders who refuse to submit to any 

authority above them can bring predictable 

internal conflicts in the future.) 

 The giving of the Ten Command-

ments to Moses formed the foundation of 

the covenant that God was asking the 

tribes of Israel to accept and abide by. 

Through this covenant, God was establish-

ing a reciprocal bond between Himself and 

the people of Israel. So long as Israel ad-

hered to these moral principles or bounda-

ries, they were united in a spiritual pact 

that made them unique and distinct from 

any other nation on the face of the earth. 

 So long as the Israelites followed 

the moral covenant of Jehovah God, they 

have been strong as a people and able to 

defend themselves against great odds. 

 As Americans, we also have a code 

by which we are uniquely bound to one 

another. That code is our Constitution. The 

principles set forth in this document make 

it possible for people coming from all cor-

ners of the earth to blend into one nation. 

Many of those who came have had diffi-

culty understanding that they need to re-

lease themselves from their own national 

instincts. They try to create little corners of 

their original national character within the 

United States. In so doing, they fail to 

achieve the greater good of becoming a 

true American. 

 As United Methodists, we also 



 

 

 

have a code by which we are uniquely bound to one 

another. That code is our Book of Discipline. With-

in the Book of Discipline is a more binding element 

referred to as, “The Articles of Religion of the 

Methodist Church”. These articles define the moral 

character of the people called Methodists. 

 What the Ten Commandments, the Ameri-

can Constitution and the Articles of Religion of the 

Methodist Church all have in common is the aware-

ness that behind these rules and principles is a 

‘higher power’ who has the rightful justification to 

expect us to follow His instructions.  

 The history of Israel is marked with mo-

ments when the masses of her people decided to ig-

nore the principles of God and chart their own 

course. As Israel became more secular, she tended 

to ignore those moral boundaries of the Law and 

replace them with the ungodly spiritual practices of 

surrounding pagan nations. And when they cast off 

those moral boundaries, they lost their identity as a 

“people of Jehovah God”. 

 As our American society has become more 

secular, it too, has pushed God and His moral dy-

namics aside for principles that are compatible with 

secular social norms. Secular politicians and secular 

persons of prominence have little difficulty ignoring 

the Constitution and its amendments. Many are in 

open rebellion against those principles. 

 This brings us to a final thought: Can United 

Methodists ignore the moral and scriptural princi-

ples that bind us together without jeopardizing our 

distinctiveness? In the 1850’s Methodism was 

known as the Church of the United States. It 

achieved that high regard because of the high moral 

standard its leaders and pastors proclaimed.   

 Could it be that the reason the church has 
become so irrelevant to so many Americans today is 

that the church has lost it spiritual and moral identi-
ty?  My prayer for my church is for a Holy Spirit 
awakening that will restore those moral values and 

divine principles that come from God. 

Written by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn 2020/03 

 

UPDATE WITH REGARD TO  
SERVICES OF WORSHIP AT ST. 
JOHN’S: 
 
1. With Tucson Mayor Regina Romero closing 

Dine-in Service at Restaurants, Bars, Food 

Courts, Gyms, and other venues where people 

congregate until the end of March and 

2. with Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata strongly rec-

ommending Desert South-west Conference 

churches suspend all in -person gatherings 

through April 6, 2020, 

3. and with Arizona Governor Ducey asking Ari-

zonians to avoid gatherings of 10 or more peo-

ple. 

  

 Many people are in the high-health-risk-

population-group where contracting this Corona-

virus (COVID-19) could be fatal.   

 

 Because of this, Pastor Ivan and the St 

John’s UMC Administrative Council members want 

to do everything in their power to safeguard people 

from this potential deadly virus.  

 

 Therefore, let it be known that St John’s 

UMC Sunday Services, Sidewalk Ministry, Rum-

mage Sale workdays, Bible Studies and other meet-

ings will be suspended until at least April 6, 2020 or 

until the state-of-emergency is lifted. 

 

 Please, stay safe & continue to keep each 

other in your thoughts and prayers. 
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THE OLD WITH THE NEW 
 
 The replacement of the 

front doors of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church was a project 

that took nearly 5 years to com-

plete at a cost in excess of 

$14,000.00.  When the new 

doors were installed, we sal-

vaged the door handle locking 

mechanism, as this was a very 

old and unique wrought -iron 

handle . Since the new doors 

do not require an outside 

handle, we kept this old 

wrought-iron handle with the 

anticipation of installing it as 

a historic part of the church. 

 

This year, the NOMADS installed this wrought-iron 

handle on the interior en-

trance door to the Sanctu-

ary.  This door was installed 

two years ago by the NO-

MADS.  So here is the final 

placement of the original 

handle.  It is still saying 

“Welcome, Come on in!” 

to everyone who passes 

through the door. 

 

UPDATE ON CARPET AND NEW PEW 

PADS DESIGNATED FUND 

 Since our last newsletter, the new carpet for 

the platform area has been purchased and installed as 

one of the NOMADS work projects.  The cost of the 

carpet was about $350.00. 

  

To date, the Pew Pad Desig-

nated Fund has a sum of  

$1,650 in hand.  Approxi-

mately $3,000.00 more is 

needed to replace the worn pew pads which will 

complete the renovation of the Sanctuary.  Our pray-

er is to complete this project during 2020. 

  

 If you feel you would like to make a donation 

to this project, please send your donation to the 

church,  clearly marked for “Carpet and Pew Pads”!   

 Thank you for considering your support of 

this 2020 improvement project!   No donation is too 

small! 

 

“GOD’S PROTECTIVE BOW” 

 When you receive this April edition of the St. 

John’s United Methodist Church’s newsletter, “The 

Messenger”, we will have experienced at least two 

weeks of being confined to our homes and restricted 

in our movement otherwise. The impact of the Coro-

navirus has affected every American and much of the 

population of the world.  

  

 For much of our society in America, this is 

the first time to have experienced this kind of danger. 

Some have reacted irrationally by buying extrava-

gantly items they fear will be in short supply. I say 

irrationally as I watch shopping carts leaving busi-

ness establishments with cases upon cases of bottled 

water. Americans have forgotten that tap water is 

drinkable. Have people forgotten that towels can be 

used for cleaning and then washed and reused? 

  

 More critically has been the confusion of in-

formation concerning the virus and how we can be-

come infected.  News media programs have been 

helpful, but often confusing, leaving the listener in 

fear and uncertainty. Fear can be more dangerous 

than the infection. 

  

 The first time a rainbow appears in the Bible 

is following the Flood. Noah and his family are be-

ginning to rebuild and God gives them the rainbow 

as a promise of His care and keeping: “I have set my 

rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I Sample only 



bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears 

in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant be-

tween me and you and all living creatures of every 

kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to 

destroy all life.” [Genesis 7:13-16].  

  

 The picture displayed, below, has an emo-

tional connotation for me and my family. This is the 

view from the back porch of our daughter’s family 

house in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. Before hurricane 

Maria devastated this island, you could not have tak-

en this photo because two trees would have obstruct-

ed the view. Those trees fell northward, and branches 

fell on the property below.  You can see the house 

below still has blue vinyl covering from that hurri-

cane almost 3 years past. For days and weeks our 

daughter and her family were kept in silence in their 

home until phone connections were restored. Those 

were anxious days for Lil and me. 

  This past week, God gave this reas-

surance to our daughter and family that He was still 

watching over them. They are confined once again to 

their homes because of the Coronavirus. But they are 

not without hope.  

 I share this photo with the conviction that 

God is speaking His word of peace and assurance to 

all the world. The bow is His covenant with humani-

ty. It is reliable and it will remain reliable for every 

catastrophe we encounter in our lives.          

  --by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn--- 

“A RIGHT ATTITUDE IN PRAYER” 

 My biggest problem in praying effectively, is 

to keep God in my mind. I think of Him when I feel 

the need for prayer, but so often, as soon as I address 

Him, I begin my ‘shopping list’ of needs. And who 

doesn’t have one! 

  

 When I review the model prayer Jesus gave 

His disciples, I realize a need to change my attitude. 

Notice how Jesus began this model prayer: “This, 

then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heav-

en, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as it is in heav-

en.” [Matthew 6:9-10]. 

 “Our Father in heaven,..” may create some 

consternation in our minds. “Our Father…” seems to 

imply that we should feel free to come to God in 

prayer. Jesus seemed to want to give us the idea that 

to pray is our right or privilege. The Father “who is 

in heaven” tends to distance God from us. Both con-

cepts are intentional. We are to feel free to pray 

while being aware that God is not like us; that He is 

beyond us. 

 Isaiah wrestled with this when He quoted 

God as saying, “For this is what the high and exalted 

One says— he who lives forever, whose name is ho-

ly: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the 

one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the 

spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the con-

trite.” [Isaiah 57:11].  

  

 This thought continues in the second clause, 

“…Hallowed by your name.”. The term ‘hallow’ 

means to pronounce something as holy. God’s name 

is to be kept holy. Holiness ever has its base in the 

idea of something that is separated or set apart. The 

opposite of holy in the Old Testament isn’t ‘unholy’, 

but ‘common’ or mundane.  

 Consider the magnitude of the petitions Jesus 

taught us to pray for: a) Our daily bread; b) forgive 

us our debts; and c) keep us from the Evil One. How 

big a God will it take to fulfill all these needs? A 

God capable of doing all this, is a God worthy of our 

reverence, respect and obedience.  

 Keeping this in mind as we come to our pray-

er time, will go a long way to getting our attitude 

right for our talk with God. 
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Guess Who 

Bible Review 

Match the Bible Character (s) with the Bible Story.   

Each letter is used only once. 

 

________ 1. He builds a huge boat. 

________ 2. He is a shepherd who   

   used a slingshot to stop a   

   giant. 

________ 3. They are thrown into a   

   fiery furnace. 

________ 4. He delivered the Ten  

   Commandments from God. 

________ 5. She is the mother of Jesus. 

________ 6. He is Esau’s twin brother. 

________ 7. She talks to a snake. 

________ 8. He walks on water. 

________ 9. He is a king known for his  

   wisdom. 

________ 10. He is swallowed by a great   

   fish. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 4:00 pm   

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 

Characters 

A. Mary 

B. Jacob 

C. Noah 

D. Jonah 

E. Jesus 

F. 3 Hebrew Boys 

G. David 

H. Moses 

I. Eve 

J. Solomon 


