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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
GOD THE FATHER 
 
 As a young boy, I learned the ad-

age, “The hand that rocks the cradle, 

rules the world”. This was often used in 

Mother’s Day sermons. Many today might 

have difficulty appreciating or even ac-

cepting this affirmation. In the first place, 

it recognizes the importance of the woman 

in the home. But, more importantly it ac-

cents the importance of the family as the 

most formative element of our society. 

 The tragic breakdown of the fami-

ly in American society is alarming to 

those who believe that the family has been 

the one consistent element in forming the 

minds and values of our children. With 

the rise of divorce and the disruption of 

the family, many children have not been 

exposed to these values and have become 

disillusioned with the family unit and so-

ciety. 

 It was the late Dr. Dennis Kinlaw 

who called my attention to the importance 

of the family as the model set forth in 

Scripture; the model of the relationship 

God wants to have with us. To be sure, 

Jesus preached about the Kingdom of God 

being near. A kingdom implies a king 

who has authority, dominion and absolute 

power. When we consider the Christian 

influence in the world today, we readily 

recognize that there are kingdoms and 

powers that are in opposition to what we 

believe, teach and live.  

 There is no question that God de-

serves to be regarded as “Lord” of all in 

that He is the Creator of all that exists. 

Without Him nothing we know of in our 

universe would be. And that would in-

clude the existence of humanity.  

 Kingship and Lordship speak to us 

of God’s relationship to creation. He 

reigns over all that He has made and will 

never turn that authority over to humans. 

It is His universe and will remain so until 

that moment when Christ destroys all do-

minion, authority and power and puts all 

His enemies under His feet. Then Christ 

will hand the kingdom over to the Father 

from whence it came. [Read 1 Corinthians 

15:20-28]. 

 But I would like to suggest that the 

parent-child relationship most of us have 

experienced and treasure is not the prod-

uct of society. Humanity didn’t come to a 

moment when they analyzed social rela-

tionships and decided to create the family. 

Rather the family is an eternal concept 

that has its historical roots in the very 

Godhead of our sacred Trinity. It may 

come as a surprise to you, as it did to me, 

that long before God was known as Crea-

tor or Lord, He was known as 

“FATHER”. God, the Father, God the Son 

and God, the Holy Spirit make up the tri-

une entity we call the Trinity.  

 When Jesus came in incarnate 

form, He introduced His Father. Thus, 

when His disciples asked Him to teach 

them to pray, He said, “When you pray, 

say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come.” [Luke 11:2]. While 

the kingdom of God is clearly in the pic-



 

 

 

ture, it is the Fatherhood of God that Jesus wanted to 

introduce to His disciples.  

 In a society of broken marriages and homes, 

many youth find it hard to think of God as father. 

Humans tend to think of God as we think of our 

earthly fathers. It may be that our earthly father was 

less than loving and kind.  Let me assure you that is 

not true of our heavenly Father. He wants to wel-

come you into His family, to become His son and 

His daughter.  

 If you struggle with the idea of God as your 

heavenly father, let me suggest that you open your 

heart to Him in prayer. Tell Him the reasons you 

struggle to call Him Father. Allow the Holy Spirit to 

introduce Him to you in a new family way so that 

your healing may begin. 

written by Rev. Ivan L. 
Schwenn,           

January 2020 
 

You are invited to join oth-

ers for food & fellowship 

after the church worship 

service each Sunday.   

Snack and finger foods are always appreciated.  For-

got your food items? No problem---- Join us any-

way!! We would love to see you with or without 

food!!! 

 

 

NOMADS INC. 

 The NOMADS 

organization is a part of 

Global Ministries of the 

United Methodist Church.  

The Nomads began in 

1988 when a group of 

Methodists from Indiana, 

Illinois and Iowa met along the Rio Grande River in 

Texas. After several weeks of relaxing in the warm 

sun, one of the persons made the comment that they 

were bored and wanted to find something creative to 

do. Others of the group expressed the same concern.  

 They approached a local Methodist Church 

and found opportunity for 24 of these winter guests 

to work on projects in Texas and Oklahoma. For the 

first 13 years 

it was an all-

volunteer or-

ganization. In 

2001 it incor-

porated under 

the General 

Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist 

Church. 

 Today, NOMADS have over 900 members 

who work annually on more than 175 projects and 

invest more than 110,000 hours of labor on these ac-

tivities.  

 The name NOMADS is an acronym for No-

mads On a Mission Active in Divine Service. Some 

members have said that the real acronym is Nice 

Older Methodists Avoiding Deep Snow. In reality, 

the Nomads are people looking for a retirement with 

a purpose, who enjoy traveling in their RV’s and like 

to use their skills to help others. 

 As they roam the various parts of the U. S., 

small groups will converge on churches, camps, chil-

dren’s homes and national disaster areas where they 

use their skills to repair or replace windows; strip 

furniture and refinish it to look like new; apply thou-

sands of gallons of paint; pour cement, install electri-

cal circuits etc. There is no limit to the variety of 

jobs they will undertake. 

 NOMADS come from all 50 states, and may 

be male or female, singles or couples. The only re-

quirement is that they have access to an RV. The lo-

cal place where they intend to work must provide 

hookup for their RV’s for water, electric and sewer.  

 NOMADS are organized under a board of 

directors and Administrative Director, Karla Kinsey. 

They raise funds to be able to help congregations 

with low financial needs, as well as, take on projects 

that may be more than the congregation can afford. 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED & NOMADS HERE!      Page 2 



 

 

THE NOMADS - BUSY AS BEES!       Page 5 

 The NOMAD ministry is one of the best 

kept secrets of the United Methodist Church. Here at 

St. John’s UMC, groups have been coming for the 

past 5 years and have installed new flooring in the 

sanctuary and main Sunday School facility; poured 

an accessibility ramp that connects the sanctuary 

complex with the Fellowship Hall; and applied hun-

dreds of gallons of paint.  

 They are always a joy to have on site and 

their spirit of joy and service is a challenge to all 

who get to know them.  

NOMADS AT ST. JOHN’S 

On Monday, Feb-

ruary 17th, 10 NO-

MADS arrived at 

St. John’s United 

Methodist Church 

to begin three 

weeks of work on a 

variety of projects. 

 The prima-

ry project was to 

refinish the pews 

and other furniture 

of the main sanctu-

ary. Due to the ex-

treme dry climate, the varnish and oils of the wood 

had been depleted so that extensive sanding was 

necessary to get down to the original wood. This 

was followed by a coat of light stain so that all the 

wooden 

fixtures 

now have 

the same 

texture and 

appear-

ance. The 

final touch 

was to ap-

ply two 

coats of clear varnish.  

  

Another project was the removal of the carpet cover-

ing the platform area. It was replaced with an indus-

trial quality carpet for many future years of service. 

Before the carpeting was completed some much-

needed electrical services were permanently in-

stalled in the platform area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SANCTUARY FACE LIFT & LENT SERVICES. . .     Page 4 

A third project was the Majel Beal Church Library. 

New shelving 

was put into 

place, the 

books were 

reviewed and 

were orga-

nized accord-

ing to subject 

and content. It 

was rede-

signed so that 

this room will be functional for persons seeking good 

reading materials and commentaries and other Bibli-

cal reference resources. 

 In between all the projects that the NOMADS 

worked on, painting the exteriors of the various 
buildings of the St. John’s UMC complex was also 
completed. This has given a unified appearance to 

the exterior of St. John’s facilities.  

 

CARPET AND NEW PEW PADS 

DESIGNATED FUND 

 Donations are being accepted to help support 

the cost of replacing the altar area carpet and Sanctu-

ary pew pads.  The estimated cost is around 

$6,000.00. 

 

 All the Sanctuary 

pews and altar railings 

were stripped and refin-

ished by the NOMADS.   

 The carpet in the 

altar area was replaced and 

the goal is to replace the pew pads 

which are old and badly worn.   

 If you feel you would like to make a donation 

to this project, please place your donation in the of-

fering plate clearly marked for “Carpet and Pew 

Pads”!   

 

 Thanks for considering your support to this 

vital Sanctuary facelift! 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S LENTEN SERVICES 
 

PALM SUNDAY  

Sunday, April 5  

9:30 am 

 

MAUNDY THURS-

DAY/ 

GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE -  

Friday,  

April 10 

6:00 pm 

 
 

  

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE–  

7:00 am 

Sunday, April 12 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST –  

8:15 am Sunday, April 12 

  
EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE –  

9:30 am 

Sunday, April 12  
 
 

(Sample ONLY) 
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Bible Word Search: 

CROSS, TOMB, & RESURRECTION 

Words can be found across, up and down, diagonal and backwards 

 

 

AROSE    ASCENSION   CROSS 

CRUCIFIXION   DISCIPLES   EASTER 

FORGIVENESS   HEAVEN   JESUS 

MAGDALENE   NICODEMUS   REDEMPTION 

RESURRECTION   ROMANS   SALVATION 

SINS     THORNS   TOMB 

Z C W B D M L O K S S Y Y H X 

U D R E E R V E A Q P Z Q E G 

I H E A V E N S V V S D D H L 

Q T F R S D R P V A O U W E O 

V C O O O E G E L D Y E S N E 

O C R M Q M X V I E C J W E F 

P A G U B P A S S O R C K L J 

S F I H C T C N N X K S I A I 

O Z V Q I I R I S N W W Z D S 

A R E O P O F S K K M Y K G Q 

L E N L H N O I S N E C S A E 

H T E T J K D I X V K B A M R 

L S S U M E D O C I N P R Y C 

N A S K M Q Q C N G O Y B L O 

R E S U R R E C T I O N E I X 



 

 

March 2020 Calendar of Events 

 

 

The decision-making arm of the church 

Council Members are required to attend  

All parishioners are invited 

Second Tuesday of each month    

 @ 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall     

 

 

The Word of God is examined to see how it  

pertains today.  Everyone is welcome   

Every Tuesday      

 @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room 

 

 

A gathering of people for discussion and sharing 

to offer emotional support to one another. 

First Saturday of each month @ 10:00 am 

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions and ways to 

enhance our church 

All adult men are encouraged to participate  

First Friday of each month    

 @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room     

 

  

A gathering for Bible discussions/ways we can 

enhance our church 

All adult women are encouraged to participate  

Third Friday of each month    

 @ 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall  

 

Committee members plan the upcoming  wor-

ship services.  

First Saturday every-other month   

 @ 9:00 am in the Arnold Room     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2020 Calendar 

 

March 3rd Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 6th Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 
March 7th Worship Committee Meet @ 9:00 am 

March 7th Emotional Support Group @ 10:00 am 

March 10th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

March 10th AD Council @ 1:30 pm  

March 14th  Rummage Sale 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

March 17th Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

March 20th Women’s Group @ 1:00 pm 

March 24th Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

March 31st Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

 

    

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Sunday Worship—9:30 am 

Children’s Sunday School—9:45 am 

Sunday Fellowship Time—11:00 am 

 

Office Hours—8:00 am to 4:00 pm   

(Monday, Tuesday, and Friday) 

 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Bible Study 

Men’s Group Meeting 

Women’s Group Meeting 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Emotional Support Group Meeting 


