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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
 During the past four months Ameri-

can society has been ravaged by the corona-

virus. By actions deemed necessary to curb 

this outbreak, a large percentage of Ameri-

can citizens have been confined to their 

homes or to very restricted movements in 

public life. Virtually every part of our socie-

ty has been impacted by these measures. 
  

 As the death toll numbers rise, a 

spirit of negativism and hopelessness creeps 

across our nation. Fear and uncertainty fill 

the thoughts and hearts of many. Next to 

those who have suffered loss of loved ones 

and family members, the hardest hit has 

been the millions of small business owners 

who watch their hard-earned efforts and 

savings dissipate with the shutdown. 
  

 As a Christian Pastor I have felt the 

impact as well. Programs we struggled over 

for periods of years suddenly have vanished. 

Worship practices we have worked hard to 

improve suddenly have been put on hold. 

The facets of pastoral ministry that cannot 

be stopped, have become more costly and 

time-consuming to complete. 
  

 Yet, as a sincere follower of Jesus 

Christ, I am committed to this principle that 

the birthright of the Christian is a spirit 

of optimism. The fact that God has provid-

ed a remedy for human sin and a spiritual 

power that can break the stranglehold of sin 

and evil habit is reason enough to think pos-

itively about life. Add to this the fact that 

Jesus Christ conquered death when He arose 

from the grave which gives every believer 

the right to believe that this life and this 

world are not our final resting places.  

 We have a future that is founded up-

on the Biblical concept of eternal life. When 

Jesus spoke about eternal life, He did not 

place so much emphasis on how long we 

live but on the quality or blessedness of life 

we can hope to enjoy with Him. 
  

 In John 10:10 Jesus said: “The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

have come that they may have life and have 

it to the full.” [John 10:10 (NIV2011)]. The 

‘fullness of life’ to which Jesus alludes here 

speaks of a life that is abundant with the 

substance to supply our needs, but also in-

cludes the abundance of spiritual entities 

such as grace, peace, love and salvation. It is 

life with a surplus or overflow of grace. 
 

 With this optimism as the basis for 

facing this pandemic, one cringes at the fear 

and negativism being spread across our land 

by medical and political experts. They be-

gan by presenting models that declared that 

we could expect over 2 million deaths in 

America. Then as information and testing 

became more available, they produced more 

models that have further confused our peo-

ple and left us with the only option of a 

shutdown for an indefinite period of time. 
 

 As fear began to take more control in 

the decisions our leaders made, they have 

often made grievous mistakes in judgment. 

Knowing from the beginning that the elderly 

and those with certain pre-existing medical 

conditions were the most vulnerable, many 

political leaders failed to adequately provide 

for these very persons causing the death toll 

to mount substantially. Other mistakes 

might easily be added. 
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 Enter Christian faith and its by-product of op-

timism, self-reliance, morality and personal responsi-

bility. These have been the core principles that have 

built America and made it the greatest nation of free-

dom and prosperity in the world. Yet at this critical 

time, faith, and the optimism it produces have all but 

been forgotten. In some instances, it has become the 

focus of ridicule and attack by non-believers. 
 

 Instead of the Church setting the pattern for 

recovery from this pandemic, many religious leaders 

have succumbed to the standards and fears set forth 

by the un-believing element of our leadership. We say 

that we have chosen this course because of our love 

of others who might be vulnerable. However, we 

have all but forgotten any love for those who have 

seen their life savings and businesses destroyed by 

the shutdown. Are we to not have any love for them? 
  

 Let us who truly believe, regain our birthright 

of optimism and courage and lead our society and na-

tion in taking the necessary steps to restore life in the 

measure of abundance that Jesus said He came to give 

us.       Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

 

ST. JOHN’S UMC  

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 The closing of churches due to the Corona-

virus Shutdown has greatly impacted the Outreach 

Ministries of our church. Here is where we presently 

stand with regards to each of these ministries: 

THE SIDEWALK MINISTRY 

 The Sidewalk Ministry has been closed since 

the middle of March 2020. Through this ministry we 

connect with people who do not come to church but 

have need for prayer and spiritual reading materials. 

Our plans are to reopen this ministry from 9:00-10:00 

a.m. on Saturday, September 5th. 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

The Fellowship Ministry takes place every Sunday 

following the Worship Service. On the second Sun-

day of the month it expands to a Carry-in Potluck 

Luncheon enjoyed by all. The purpose of this minis-

try is to provide a time of 

sharing and social interac-

tion among our worshipers. 

This will resume when we 

re-open for worship ser-

vices. 

RUMMAGE ROOM 

MINISTRY 

 The Rummage Ministry Outreach is designed 

to provide good used clothing and other personal 

items to people at a reduced cost. This ministry has 

been closed during the shut-down. There are plans to 

reopen this on Fri-

day, September 4th 

for volunteers to as-

sist in getting ready 

for a Rummage Sale 

the next day, Septem-

ber 5th. The Rum-

mage Sale will be 

open from 8:00am-

12:00 p.m.  

 All who can volunteer, please be present on 

September 4 from 9:00-10:30 am. Plans will be dis-

cussed as to the future of this ministry. 

CARD AND ATTENDANCE TRACKING TEAM 

MINISTRY  

The Card and Tracking Team ministries go hand-in-

glove with each other. The Tracking Team makes 

note of absences in regular worship services and fol-

lows with a phone call 

to ascertain the reason 

for the absence. Often 

the information re-

ceived by the phone 

call is passed on to the 

Card Ministry to follow 

up.  

 The Card Minis-

try goes beyond touching those who have been absent 

from worship. The Card Ministry includes sending 

greeting cards for birthdays and anniversaries in the 

St. John’s UMC family.  



 

 

 During this period of Shutdown from wor-

ship, the Tracking and Card ministry continues its 

work through phone con-

tacts to keep abreast of 

people’s needs and send 

cards for special occa-

sions. If you appreciate 

this ministry, you can help 

by providing greeting 

cards and Christian bookmarks or by donating mon-

ey to purchase these items and stamps. 

THE FOOD PANTRY   

The Coronavirus Shutdown has not stopped the need 

for  people to get assistance through out Food Pantry. 

The Pastor gets calls during his time in the office and 

packages are distributed as needed.  

 This makes 

us aware that the 

reserves of our Food 

Pantry are dwindling 

since people are not 

coming to worship 

services which has been when we receive most of 

our items to restock our shelves. If you have items 

you would like to donate to the Food Panty, the Pas-

tor is usually in the office on Mondays and Fridays 

from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and again on Saturday 

morning from 8:00 a.m. to noon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Pledge of Allegiance  to the Flag concludes with 

the words: “...With liberty and justice for all.” In the 

context of the CoVid-19 virus, Americans have been 

stripped of many individual liberties guaranteed by 

our Constitution. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At the same time the Department of Justice in 

Washington D. C. is uncovering a scandal of injus-

tice such as never before experienced by Americans. 

For many Americans the future of our Republic 

hangs in the balance. 
  

  

 A few days ago, I read the meditation of Dr. 

Dennis Kinlaw from his book, “This Day With the 

Master.”  He pointed out that the Biblical book of 

Genesis is largely a history of one man, Abraham, 

and his extended family down to his grandsons. This 

family has affected the course of human history more 

than any other figure in ancient history. Dr. Kinlaw 

further notes the complete absence in Genesis of in-

stitutions or international movements of that time. In 

contrast, today’s world is driven by people who be-

lieve that institutions are the determining factors that 

shape history and society. This is the appeal of the 

politician. If we can change our institutions, we can 

simultaneously change our society. Dr. Kinlaw  con-

cluded that in the Bible, individuals are the tools God 

is looking for to bring change to institutions and to 

society. 
  

 I never had the privilege of sitting in the 

classroom under Dr. Kinlaw, but I knew him and 

was influenced by his character and life. But as I 

meditated over the contents mentioned above, some 

thoughts have come which I think Dr. Kinlaw would 

not object to. The history of America is marbled with 

the blood of its citizens who paid the supreme sacri-

fice so that Americans could enjoy individual free-

dom and liberty. 
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 The Preamble to our Declaration of Inde-

pendence reads: “...We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.” Did you notice the emphasis 

on the rights of the individual; “...that all men are 

created equal,...”. The focus of the writers of the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration of Independence was not upon establish-

ing or protecting an institution, but upon protecting 

the rights of individual people. 

  

 We see this same emphasis by the framers of 

our Constitution of the United States of America. 

The Constitution was not written nor was it designed 

to develop a system of government as many mistak-

enly assume. The Constitution has no limitation upon 

the rights of individuals. Rather it protects the rights 

of individuals beginning with the Bill of Rights. It 

can rightly be stated that the Constitution was pur-

posely designed and written to protect the individual 

from the overreach of government. 

  
  

 This was and still is what makes the Ameri-

can Republic unique from other governments of the 

world. But, alas, many Americans have been misled 

into thinking that government should become re-

sponsible for the welfare of the individual. As a re-

sult, we have surrendered many of our individual 

rights to government until today, government can 

shut us down from our livelihoods, our churches, our 

schools, society and make us captives in our homes. 

  

 As we approach the celebration of the Decla-

ration of Independence this July 4th, it seems fitting 

that we will once again need to declare our freedom 

if we are to rightly celebrate our nation’s 244th birth-

day. 

  

I am fully 

aware of 

the threat 

of the 

Covid-19 

virus. Nine 

days after we celebrate the 4th of July, I will enter the 

ranks of those who have reached 80. I know that I 

am among those most vulnerable. But I am equally 

aware that there are dangers that exceed the threat of 

the CoVid-19 virus and that is the virus of socialism 

that seeks to radically turn our country away from its 

uniqueness. We can see the clear evidence by those 

who seek this calamity as an opportunity to seize 

power that the Constitution never guaranteed to gov-

ernment. 
  

  

 Dr. Kinlaw rightly exposed the fact that it has 

been God’s purpose to transform individuals to peo-

ple of faith and moral virtue and through the influ-

ence of those individuals, to transform institutions. It 

was never the other way around. And if we are pay-

ing attention to what is taking place these days in 

Washington D. C., we will immediately take note of 

the high cost to those individuals who dare to take a 

stand for our liberty and justice. Washington is not 

experiencing a self-imposed cleaning process. The 

corruption that exists is being exposed by individual 

men and women who are paying dearly to take a 

stand against this corruption. 

  

  

 So, it comes down to you and to me. Where 

am I in this? Am I siding with the institutions, or am 

I siding with God and the individual? Here is where I 

must take a stand. 
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H A I S S E M K S A V I O R D 

L H S V I O A V Z X F V M E F 

O  M U H U N K H R G O J I T V 

V Z C V P S M N E B K F N C G 

I O J W A S W X Q A I Z U E R 

N F E C W G O S D R L O Y F M 

G K R Z L N W N O E S E D R T 

X E M O M I Q L O O S R R E L 

D B Z V E T G S D F O I A P I 

L G U C R R I H X W G C A E F 

R A L Q C O W J E Y H O Y R U 

A V W O I F O H B E X M D S P 

X M N M F M T C R E G D U J X 

V H U T U O N O G T U N K H F 

E W X L L C N A Z A R E N E N 

Words can be found going forward, backward, vertical or diagonal within the puzzle.  

COMFORTING  GLORIFIED   HEALER 

JUDGE   LOVING   MERCIFUL  

MESSIAH   NAZARENE   PERFECT 

PRAISED   SACRED   SAVIOR 

SON OF GOD   TEACHER   THE WORD 
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St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

 

St John’s UMC Sunday Worship Services, Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, Rummage Sale 

workdays, Bible Studies and other meetings will be suspended until the suspension is lifted by our 

Conference Bishop, Bishop Hoshibata. 
 

Staying cool in the summer heat! 


