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INTELLIGENT DESIGN 

 I want you to meet one of our      

Arizona residents. When Lil and I moved to 

our home in Tucson in 2008, I built a raised 

sun porch on the south side our home.   

During the construction of this porch, I 

caught a movement out of my peripheral 

vision and discovered an exceedingly small 

horned toad that would hardly have covered 

a silver dollar. 

 Over the succeeding years, I have 

had glimpses of our friend usually in the 

prickly pear cactus. Each year he has grown 

bigger. The past two years, I have found 

him around my storage shed. About a 

month ago, I was clearing some weeds   

behind the shed when I spotted our friend. 

Fortunately, I had my cell phone and     

captured his presence amid the stones and 

weeds. 

 I have looked at this photo several 

times and continue to marvel at how his 

physical features blend with his environ-

ment. When I took this picture, I was with-

in two feet of him, but he remained in his 

immobile state for a period of over eight 

minutes. Even after I left and came back 30 

minutes later, he remained at the same spot. 

He was confident that most humans or   

other creatures would not easily detect his 

presence. 

 As I gaze at this picture today, I ask 

myself, “How did this horned toad know 

that this was the kind of environment that 

would conceal his presence?” Could his 

physical features have been the result of 

adapting to his environment or is it an    

example of intelligent design by a creator. 

 One of the hopeful signs I see in 

American society today is the appearance 

of “Intelligent Design” in conversations and 

print. When you click Intelligent Design on 

the web, you will find a collage of major 

chain stores advertising merchandise that 

ranges from bedding to furniture with a   

variety of adaptable options because of 

their design and/or patterns.  

 But Intelligent Design is not about 

furniture or bedding. It is the product of a 

Seattle based conservative think tank that 

espouses a theory that life, or the universe 

as we know it, cannot be adequately        

explained by evolution. Intelligent Design 

holds that the universe is too complex to 

explain its existence by chance. There are 

too many elements that are so intricately 

designed that their existence can only be 
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explained by the presence of an intelligent creator. 

They are prepared to say that this intelligent entity is 

God.  

 In a society where the theory of  evolution has 

enjoyed almost unrivaled prominence in science   

classes for decades, Intelligent Design offers a       

refreshing new look at those areas where evolution 

cannot scientifically explain the origins.  

 Evolution is still begin presented as a ‘theory’. 

Yet many scientists and professors have treated    

evolution as hard science. In my search for infor-

mation on Intelligent Design, I discovered that those 

who support the theory of evolution are not prepared 

to consider any other ‘theory’ that might explain the 

origin of the universe. 

 After decades of contemplation Genesis 1:1 

still has a satisfying ring that captures the imagina-

tion: “In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth.” [NIV]. The majesty of the language can be 

noted that the Hebrew verb ‘create’ when translated 

expresses something that didn’t exist before; that 

God’s creative activity began by bringing into       

existence matter that had not been in existence.         

It was a movement from nonentity to entity. 

 The more we study our universe and our     
human bodies, the more we can agree with the  

Psalmist who said, “I praise you because I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made; your works are wonder-
ful, I know that full well.” [Psalm 139: 14]. The   

Psalmist knew he was the product of  Intelligent    
Design, not chance. 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S UMC OUTREACH MINIS-

TRIES 

 The closing of churches due to the Corona-

virus Shutdown has greatly impacted the Outreach 

Ministries of St. John’s UMC. Following is where we 

presently stand with regards to each of these minis-

tries: 

 

THE SIDEWALK MINISTRY 

 Through this ministry we connect with people 

who do not come to church but have need for prayer 

and spiritual reading materials. Our plans, at the time 

of this newsletter, are to 

reopen this ministry 

from 9:00-10:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, September 5th. 

FELLOWSHIP MIN-

ISTRY 

The Fellowship Ministry 

takes place every Sunday 

following the Worship   

Service. On the second Sunday of the month it       

expands to a  Carry-in Potluck Luncheon enjoyed by 

all. The purpose of this ministry is to provide a time 

of sharing and social interaction among our           

worshipers. This will resume when we feel it is      

absolutely safe for us to do so. 

 

RUMMAGE ROOM MINISTRY 

 The Rummage 

Ministry Outreach is 

designed to provide 

good used clothing 

and other personal 

items to people at a 

reduced cost. There 

are plans to reopen 

this ministry on Fri-

day,   September 4th 

for volunteers to assist in getting ready for a       

Rummage Sale the next day, September 5th. The 

Rummage Sale on September 5th will be open from 

8:00 am-12:00 pm.  

 If you would like to volunteer to help get 

ready for reopening the Rummage area, please be  

present on September 4 from 9:00-10:30 am. Please 

call the church office ahead of time to make sure 

plans are still in place for this to happen - 520-792-

6398. 
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CARD AND ATTENDANCE  TRACKING 

TEAM MINISTRY  

The Card and Tracking Team ministries go hand-in-

glove with each other. The Card Ministry sends 

greeting cards for birthdays and  anniversaries in the 

St. John’s UMC family.  

 During this period of Shutdown the Tracking 

and Card ministry is continuing its work through 

phone contacts to keep abreast of people’s needs  

and to send cards for special  

occasions.  

 If you would like to  

support this ministry, you can 

help by providing greeting 

cards, Christian bookmarks, 

stamps or by donating money to 

purchase these items. Cards, 

stamps and monetary donations 

can be mailed or dropped off at 

the church (Please call before 

coming by the church - 792-

6398). 

THE FOOD PANTRY   

 The Coronavirus Shutdown has not stopped 

the need for  people to get assistance through our 

Food Pantry. The Pastor gets calls and packages are 

distributed as needed.  

The items in  our Food Pantry which are normally 

donated when people come to Sunday morning   

worship services have begun to dwindled.  If you 

have items you would like to donate to the Food 

Panty, the Pastor is 

usually in the office 

on Mondays and    

Fridays from 8:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

again on Saturday 

morning from 8:00 a.m. to noon.         (Please call 

before coming by the church - 792-6398). 

VIDEO MINISTRY  

 The Coronavirus pandemic has brought 

many changes to American society. Some are posi-

tive while others are quite negative. For the Church, 

it has meant not being able to assemble regularly for 

worship and other vital ministries.  

 At St. John’s, we have embarked on a week-

ly video ministry whereby we keep our sanctuary, a 

few of our active members and the pastor before the 

church community. This ministry began with only 

an idea in the mind of the Pastor. As he shared it one 

day with Ed Pluess, Ed said he thought he knew how 

this could be done. I had no idea what he had in 

mind. The only thing we had in place was a good 

sound system. 

 Using an 

old Tablet that 

had the  capacity 

for video record-

ing and a small 

tape recorder to 

tap into the 

sound system, 

we began with 

the first          

production.  

Having no equip-

ment to hold the 

tablet in place, 

we found that we 

could duct tape the tablet to one of our microphone 

stands. Each week we had to tape the tablet to the 

stand, but it functioned reasonably well. However, 

the resolution speed of the tablet was less than     

optimal and made it hard to splice the video with the 

soundtrack. 

 We next experimented with two cell phones 

for the video recording. This matched better with the 

soundtrack, but still meant many hours getting the 

production ready to upload to YouTube.             

More recently, the Administrative Council approved 

the purchase of two video cameras and a digital 

sound recorder so that now the soundtrack resolution 

matches the video. These new cameras have micro-

phones to record sound along with video. 

 One other ingredient added has been soft-

ware capable of making the production appear more 

Ed Pluess filming  
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professional. Ed 

had one program 

which has worked 

well. We are     

considering pur-

chasing another 

which would have 

greater enhance-

ment  possibilities. 

 The       

production phase 

of each week’s   

video has been the 

sole work of Ed 

Pluess. In recent weeks, Bob Gaines has been  assist-

ing in operating the cameras and sound.  Bob is also 

working with Ed 

to learn the pro-

duction phase. 

The quality of 

production has 

been excellent. 

Many hours 

have been spent 

getting the video 

ready for       

sharing. 

As this ministry 

is still in its    

developmental 

phase, we can 

expect changes to come. Two things we will       

continue to strive for is Biblical teaching content and 

the maximum participation of lay people while keep-

ing the service to 12-15 minutes in length.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2020 

 It is that time of year again!  Operation 

Christmas Child is kicking off the 2020 Season! 

During this time of the Coronavirus Pandemic, it is 

crucial we reach out to those who don’t know our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. As you know, the shoeboxes go 

primarily overseas.  

 However, they also go to children on our  

Indian Reservations 

and to those in the US 

who are devasted by   

natural disasters. 

 Due to the  

pandemic, we have  

several options for 

packing shoeboxes. 

This year, we are     

encouraged to “Build a 

Shoebox” online for a total cost of $25. That        

includes the $9 donation for shipping!  

 There are two ways to do this; we can select 

what we want to be included in the box, or, we can 

opt for the people at Samaritan’s Purse to select for 

us. These shoeboxes go mostly to Unreached      

Peoples Groups; people who have never heard the    

Gospel of Jesus. These groups are unreached due to 

geographical, governmental, economical, and other 

restrictions.  

We can still pack our own shoeboxes at home and 

include the $9 donation.   

We will have shoeboxes and hand-outs available at 

St John’s UMC beginning in late September.  

Remember, NO used items! Handmade items are 

great! 

 Watch your mail, as we will be sending out a 

letter with all the information you will need to 

“Build a Shoebox” online! 

God Bless each of you! 

Bob & Mary Jo Gaines 
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Q S P R B H S U G P U E Z N 

T C N L E U K A S T C A N H 

D H U A T V L R E T E P O O 

P A E I I A E S A D C S M J 

P H T S T S N L U M N O E F 

Y M I I S A S J A A R P L O 

K M A L M A T O I T H R I R 

L N A O I I L H L E I H H E 

S S R T M P T O S O E O P T 

U G E O T N P I N B C L N T 

Q N T M I H A I R I U S G E 

Q H H R A N E E A K A V T L 

Y J O O S J W W E N E N C F 

H C F C J S W H J W S Q S K 

Words can forward, backward, vertical or diagonal within the puzzle.   

Here’s a twist: Can you also find the name of the man who wrote much of the New Testament?  

MATTHEW   GALATIANS   PHILEMON 

MARK   EPHESIANS   HEBREWS 

LUKE    PHILIPPIANS  JAMES 

JOHN    (I & II ) PETER  ACTS         

JUDE    ROMANS   TITUS 

(I & II) THESSALONIANS           (I & II)  TIMOTHY  

REVELATION            (I & II) CORINTHIANS 

(I, II & III) LETTER OF JOHN    COLOSSIANS 
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St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

St John’s UMC Sunday Worship Services, Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, 

Rummage Sale workdays, Bible Studies and other meetings will be suspended 

until the suspension is lifted by our Conference Bishop, Bishop Hoshibata. 
 

 Please stay safe & continue to keep each other in your thoughts and pray-

August/September 2020 Calendar of Events 

 

(ALL WORSHIP SERVICES AND MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CANCELED) 


