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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 

THE POWER  

OF MOTHERHOOD 

 During the month of May, Americans 

celebrate two holidays. The first is Mother’s 

Day. Mother’s Day observance began in 

1907 in St. Andrews Methodist Church in 

Grafton, Virginia. Seven years later in 1914, 

President Woodrow Wilson signed a procla-

mation designating the second Sunday of 

May as a national holiday to honor mothers. 

 Mother’s Day is celebrated in more 

than 40 countries of the world. Many coun-

tries had this tradition long before it was for-

mally recognized in the United States. Moth-

er’s Day seeks to recognize the contribution 

mothers and motherhood makes to any civi-

lization or culture. It recognizes the maternal 

influence that bonds a family together.  

 When I was a teenager, I heard an 

evangelist quote a statement that Abraham 

Lincoln once declared, “The hand that rocks 

the cradle, rules the world.” It was not until 

I was a pastor that I learned that Lincoln was 

quoting from a poem written by William 

Ross Wallace in which the closing refrain of 

each stanza reads, “For the hand that rocks 

the cradle is the hand that rules the world.” 

 That refrain speaks silent volumes to 

the influence that a mother has in the devel-

opment of her children. The fact that a moth-

er experiences pain and potential death in 

bringing a child into the world binds her to 

her children in ways that the father cannot 

experience. 

 Modern feminism often pits women 

and potential mothers in a competitive role 

with men in the workplace. Homemaking is 

often not considered a dignified role for 

‘liberated women’. What the modern femi-

nist fails to see and understand is that in 

homemaking the mother has untold oppor-

tunity to teach and instill values that will 

give their children the ability to contribute 

positively to society.  

 We must never forget that mother-

hood is more than the giving of life to a new-

born child. It is also the giving of positive 

life values and habits that will give the child 

a productive character in adult life. This is 

the greater honor mothers enjoy when their 

children mature. 

 I close this tribute with the final two 

stanzas of William Wallace’s poem, “The 

Hand That Rocks the Cradle Rules the 

World”: 
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Woman, how divine your mission, 

    Here upon our natal sod; 

Keep – oh, keep the young heart open 

    Always to the breath of God! 

All true trophies of the ages 

    Are from mother-love impearled, 

For the hand that rocks the cradle 

    Is the hand that rules the world. 

Blessings on the hand of women! 

    Fathers, sons, and daughters cry, 

And the sacred song is mingled 

    With the worship in the sky — 

Mingles where no tempest darkens, 

    Rainbows evermore are hurled; 

For the hand that rocks the cradle 

    Is the hand that rules the world. 

MEMORIAL DAY 

 Memorial 

Day is the second 

national celebration 

in the month of 

May. As an Amer-

ican holiday, it is 

observed on the 

last Monday of 

May, honoring 

the men and women who died while serving in 

the U.S. military. Memorial Day 2021 will oc-

cur on Monday, May 31.   

 Memorial Day has ever held a special place 

in my heart. First, because it was one of two summer 

holidays when after morning chores were completed, 

the family went to town to participate in the Memori-

al Day parade and activities.  

 The color guard of local VFW Birch-Miller 

Post 9 always led the parade. Then the high school 

played traditional patriotic marches. Floats, cars, 

trucks, and tractors completed the parade.  

 On July 17, 1925, the VFW Birch-Miller Post 

9 created the American Legion Baseball program 

which today is active in all states. A granite stele 

with a baseball on top in Milbank, South Dakota, 

marks the birthplace of American Legion Baseball. 

As an active player of the local American Legion 

Baseball team 

during my high 

school years, I 

also participated 

in several Memo-

rial Day parades.  

 The high-

light of the Me-

morial Day activ-

ities took place in 

the cemetery 

where there 

would always be 

a special speaker 

after which the names of fallen veterans were read. 

After the final name was read, a 21-gun salute was 

heard with taps following. It became apparent to me, 

as a young boy, that Memorial Day was not about a 

parade. It was a day set aside to honor the men and 

women who died while serving in the United States 

military. 

 Originally, Memorial Day was known as 

Decoration Day in which graves of fallen military 

personnel were decorated with a U. S. flag and flow-

ers. Many Americans use this day to visit cemeteries 

and hold family gatherings around gravesites. Flow-

ers are often placed on the graves for decoration. 

 Many Americans do not celebrate Memorial 

Day as it was designed. Let me encourage those who 

are physically able to make plans to be a part of a 

Memorial Day celebration this year. Services are 

usually posted in local newspapers, on television 

news casts and on-line.  
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 MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS 

 The 

children of 

the St. John’s 

Sunday 

School are 

making     

artificial 

“tulips” to be 

given to 

mothers on 

Mother’s 

Day, May 9th 

of this year. 

Along with 

learning 

about the  

Bible, the 

children also learn how to do a variety of projects to 

show their love for Jesus.  

 

PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVE  

CORPORATE PRAYER  

  

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth 

concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for 

them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 

three are gathered together in My name, I am there 

in the midst of them.” [Matthew 18:19-20 (NKJV)]. 

  

 In these verses our Lord Jesus is teaching his 

followers some important principles of effective 

prayer. Jesus is not speaking of personal private 

prayer as He taught in Matthew 6:6-7. Here He is 

addressing corporate prayer taking place among sev-

eral persons gathered for that purpose. 

 Where two or more persons come together 

and agree concerning a petition of prayer, it will be 

done for them by our Father in heaven. This is a 

strong promise that encourages us to pray. 

 What exactly did Jesus mean by “agreeing on 

earth concerning anything?” 

 The Greek text uses the verb, 

‘sumphonesosin’. The alert reader will note the Eng-

lish noun ‘phone’ which comes from the Greek noun 

meaning sound or voice. This verb has also been 

transliterated into our English word ‘symphony’.  

 A symphony is created when one brings 

many different instruments or voices of different 

tones and parts and blends them into a concord of 

voices or sound. As a result, individual voices or 

tones lose their individuality in the creation of a new, 

blended voice or tone. The new voice or tone demon-

strates an agreement between a variety of chords or 

sounds that is pleasing and inspiring to the ear. 

 When applied to prayer, Jesus seems to be 

pointing out the importance of our willingness to sur-

render our individuality for the sake of corporate or 

symphonic praying. We willingly give up our indi-

vidual right for the great good of joining in prayer 

for a common cause in which we agree. 

 In a choir, each individual person does not 

cease to exist. They simply surrender the right to be 

heard alone by blending their voices with others to 

create a harmonious and pleasing sound. 

 Amid corporate prayer, where individuals 

surrender their rights to pray in private, Jesus feels 

welcome and becomes a part of that prayer. Would 

not our prayer life be more dynamic and enjoyable 

with Him present?     
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EASTER SUNDAY 

 Easter Sunday at St. John’s United Methodist Church fea-

tured a combined Sunrise and Worship Services. Ed and Kathleen 

Pluess shared in music and spoken word. To facilitate their 

presentation in the sanctuary, we purchased a 4’ X 8’ plexiglass 

shield behind which they performed. While the congregation 

could see and hear their presentation, they were kept safe from a 

virus contamination.  

 Pastor Ivan Schwenn preached his Easter Message on the 

resurrection as the cardinal doctrine of the Church. Based on 1 

Corinthians 15, Pastor Schwenn emphasized that there were hun-

dreds of persons who saw Jesus after his resurrection, who at the time Paul wrote, many were still alive. Paul 

confessed that a Christian faith without the resurrection is empty and useless.  

 The final consideration is that the resurrection assures us that when we are raised to new life, we will 

not inherit our old physical body. We will be raised with a new spiritual body like Jesus. A body that will not 

know pain, sickness, or death. A body fit to enable us to enjoy eternity with Jesus in heaven.  

   

RENOVATIONS TO NORTH ENTRANCE UPDATE 

 The North entry way to the church has experienced  a “face 

lift”  after needed replacement of  some of the ceiling rafters and a 

new coat of paint!  New carpet tiles have 

been installed  in the entry way with the 

intention of extending the same new car-

peting into the church office as well as 

the Arnold Room. In  a recent Admin-

istration Council meeting a Carpet Fund 

was established. Twelve boxes of carpet 

tiles are needed to complete the project. 

If you would like to donate a box of car-

pet tiles to help make this “Face-Lift” a 

reality, please mark your donation 

“Carpet Fund” and place it in the offer-

ing plate or send to the 

Church Office.  Each  box of 

commercial grade carpet tile 

costs $152.00. 

 

A grateful “Thank You” to 

Eric Giffin  and Alberto     

Calixtro who helped to make 

this all happen.   
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G T O A N O I T A I C E R P P A 

D E T O V E D C W G A E R A H S 

E N E A M L O A E U S T F I G T 

T D A O O M R N I I O C W I S E 

H E M V F M O S I D H O S U T P 

E R E O S H B R E A K F A S T R 

B E R R P R T I R N O U P M E O 

E T Y E G R E M A C H E O L T T 

S E L R C N I W M E R E U M R E 

T E E A E N I A O F O F S O E C 

T N N R G L T V U L I T E T T T 

E D A R U E E M I T F O S H H I 

Y E A V R T E W U G E Y S E G V 

E E Y N R I R A E W R G I R U E 

M O A E O T E U E J U O K C A T 

J L A G R B I I N H U O F E L N 

Words can be up, down, diagonal and backwards.  Many of the words intersect. 

APPRECIATION  GUIDANCE   NURTURE 

BEAUTIFUL   HUGS    PERFUME 

BREAKFAST   JEWELERY   PROTECTIVE 

CANDY   JOY    SHARE   CHARM-

ING    KISSES   TELEPHONE 

COMFORT   LAUGHTER   TENDER 

DEVOTED   LOVE    THE BEST  

FLOWERS   MATERNAL   WARM  

FORGIVING   MOM    WISE  

GIFTS    MOTHER    

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 May 2nd Earl Rippetoe’s Birthday 

 May 2nd Alex Pettigrew’s Birthday 

 May 3rd Donna Mitt’s Birthday 

 May 3rd Eli Ernst’s Birthday 

       May 5th Brent Richin’s Birthday 

       May 6th Ed Pluess’ Birthday 

       May 8th Anglea Cordova’s Birthday 

       May 12th Delilah Nieto’s Birthday 

       May 16th Elissa Pluess’ Birthday 

       May 22nd James Ellegood’s Birthday 

       May 25th Kelly Deyoe’s Birthday 

June Birthdays 

June 3rd Linda DeMattia’s Birthday 

June 5th Pat Harder’s Birthday 

June 8th Ruth Marston’s Birthday 

June 8th Rita Bennett’s Birthday 

June 9th Niko Cocoa’s Birthday 

June 9th Sandra Cole’s Birthday 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

 
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

St John’s UMC Sunday Worship Services  

are being held in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

  

Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, Rummage Sale workdays, Bible Studies  

and other meetings have been suspended until further notice. 


