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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
MARRIAGE AND  

SCRIPTURE 
 

 Traditionally, the month of June has 

been the preferred month for wedding      

ceremonies. However, in recent years,      

October has superseded June as the preferred 

month for marriage.  

 The adage remains true that “Spring 

is that season when young minds turn to 

love.” Maybe June is too soon to make the 

leap, and October gives the couples time to 

rethink their doubts.  

 For a Christian, marriage recognizes 

God’s hand in this relationship. We see His 

design for marriage as the ultimate relation-

ship for companionship and intimacy        

between two persons. I would even take it a 

step further declaring that marriage is the  

closest human model of what God desires in 

a relationship with Him. Marriage is often 

seen in Scripture as the model for the        

relationship between Christ and the Church.  

 From a strictly Biblical view,       

marriage was God’s idea. Marriage has its 

roots in the observation of God when he 

looked upon Adam and said, “It is not good 

for man to be alone. I will make a helper 

suitable for him.” [Genesis 2:18 (NIV)]. 

 God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 

Adam and took a rib from his body and from 

that rib formed a woman whom Adam gave 

the name Eve. When God brought Eve to  

Adam, he recognized something in Eve that 

was like unto himself, but he also recognized 

something unique in her. 

 As soon as God brings man and 

woman together He makes the Biblical    

declaration of marriage, “Therefore a man 

shall leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and 

they shall become one 

flesh.” [Genesis 2:24 

(NKJV)]. 

 God has placed a 

high value upon the   

institution of marriage. 

The man is to leave his  

parents and be joined to 

his wife for the purpose 

of enjoying intimacy  

together. It is notewor-

thy that God made no mention of children 

which are the natural result of sexual        

intimacy between a man and a woman. We 

can assume that the happiness and joy in  

sexual intimacy was primary to God in his 

view of marriage. 

 This does not assume that children 

were not in God’s mind when he created Eve 

as a soulmate for Adam. The Scripture only 

accounts for God’s mindset for marriage as 

the foundation of society.   Family guidelines 

will come later in His Word. 

 One difficulty that troubles many 

marriages is the faulty interpretation of     

Adam’s fascination with Eve as his soul-

mate. She became the fulfillment of his life. 

That was part of God’s intention, but Eve 

was never to take the place God wanted in 

our lives. We must find our fulfillment in 

Him, or we will turn our life’s partner into an 

idol we worship. Worship is to be reserved 

only for God. Our spouses should be loved 

and cherished, never worshiped. 

 - Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
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THE DECLARATION OF   

INDEPENDENCE 

 On July 4, 2021, Americans will celebrate 

America’s 245th Independence Day. Independence 

Day celebrates  America’s Declaration of               

Independence from Great Britain. It was not until 

1870 that Congress actually established July 4th as 

the day 

we cele-

brate.  

There 

are    

several 

reasons 

for pinpointing July 4th as the date for our Declara-

tion of Independence. In the first place the decision 

by the Continental Congress to declare independence 

from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776. It should 

be remembered that the American Revolution had 

already started in April of 1775.  
 

 One might conclude that the open military 

conflicts were sufficient declaration of our independ-

ence. The fact that leadership of the Colonies felt it 

necessary to put into written form their Declaration of       

Independence tells us that there was an ethical and 

moral foundation to their decision. It was not simply 

self-imposed rebellion. They wanted the world to 

know that they had moral and ethical justification for 

declaring their freedom from England. 
 

 This moral foundation was the   product of 

much discussion and debate. This also explains why 

our Declaration of Independence listed 27 document-

ed grievances against King George. These grievances 

show that the Colonists had made attempts over a  

period of years to present these grievances to the Brit-

ish government but had been either ignored or reject-

ed. This moral foundation is set forth in the second 

sentence which reads, “We hold these truths to be self

-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pur-

suit of happiness.” 
 

 The reader would do well to recognize that 

these moral values had their base in the divine       

Creator of our universe. These were not merely      

human values, but values that God had revealed 

through His Word and instilled in His relationship 

with humans. 

 The engrossed parchment which has the 56 

signatures was authorized by the Continental       

Congress on July 19, 1776, with a new title, “The 

unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States 

of America,” The actual signing of this document 

took place on August 2, 1776 with the President of 

the Continental Congress, John Handcock signing 

first.  
 

 Study of the 

formation of this    

treasured document, 

sacred to the hearts of 

Americans, will 

make the student 

aware of the sacri-

fice, fortitude and 

moral determination shared by the people who gave 

substance to our   Declaration of Independence. 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 

 

BACK IN FELLOWSHIP! 

On the first Sunday in May, the St. John’s United 

Methodist United Methodist Church reopened the    

Fellowship Hall for fellowship following the morning 

worship service. We are keeping food and drink items 

to those in prepackaged form.  

  

On Sunday, June 13, a  special reception was held for 

Lee Machina who was received into the membership 

of the St. 

John’s UM 

Church. A 

goodly 

group of 

well-

wishers  

remained to 

enjoy this moment. 
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There was al-

so a reception 

acknowledg-

ing Pastor 

Ivan and Lil’s 

57th wedding 

anniversary 

which        

occurred on 

Saturday, June 

12, 2021.  What a blessing to be able to share love 

and fellowship once again, even in this restricted 

manner. 

 

INSTALLATION OF NEW  

AIR CONDITIONER 

 

With the temperatures   

exceeding 110 degrees  

recently, it was necessary 

to replace one of the air 

conditioners that stopped 

working a few weeks    

earlier. 

 

Eric Giffin, chairperson of 

Trustees, purchased a new 

unit before he and DeJon 

left for Florida to see their 

most recent grandchild.  

 

 

Alberto Calixtro, ranking 

member of Trustees Commit-

tee, took responsibility to re-

move the failed unit and  

replace it with the new one.    

It was just in time, for the  

temperature on June 13 

reached 113 in Tucson. It made 

for a much more comfortable 

Fellowship time following the 

morning worship service. 

 

ST. JOHN’S UMC  

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

 The closing of churches due to the Corona-

virus Shutdown  greatly impacted the Outreach   

Ministries of our church this past year.  

THE SIDEWALK MINISTRY 

 The Sidewalk Ministry 

has been closed since the  

middle of March 2020. 

Through this ministry we   

connected with people who do 

not regularly come to church 

but have need for prayer and spiritual reading       

materials.  

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

The Fellowship Ministry takes 

place every Sunday following the 

Worship Service. The purpose of 

this ministry is to provide a time 

of sharing and social interaction 

among our worshipers.  

RUMMAGE ROOM MINISTRY 

 The Rummage Ministry Outreach is designed 

to provide good used clothing and other personal 

items to people at a reduced cost.  

CARD AND ATTENDANCE TRACKING 

TEAM MINISTRY  

The Card and Tracking Team 

ministries go hand-in-glove 

with each other. The Card 

Ministry sends greeting cards 

for birthdays and anniver-

saries in the St. John’s UMC 

family.  

 During the past year,  Card Ministry has   

continued its work through phone contacts to keep 

abreast of people’s needs and has sent cards for   

special occasions. You can help by providing greet-

ing cards and Christian bookmarks or by donating 

money to purchase these items and stamps. 



THE FOOD PANTRY   

The Coronavirus 

Shutdown has not 

stopped the need for  

people to get        

assistance through 

our Food Pantry.  

Donations for the Food Panty are continually needed 

and appreciated!  Thanks, in advance! 

FROM PRISON TO PRAISE! 

“My being incarcerated was the best thing that 

happened to me!” 

 This sentence was the one that caught the at-

tention of the St. John’s    United Methodist Congre-

gation on Sunday, June 13 as Lee Russell Machina 

gave his personal  testimony of how he came back to 

God. Lee gave his witness just before becoming a 

member of the church.  

 Lee’s life and story is one of God’s redemp-

tive grace. Lee had been brought up in a Christian 

family and the church, but after high school and mar-

riage, he pushed God away from his life. This deci-

sion would place him in prison for 9 years. 

 The first years in prison were years of bitter-

ness and resentment, but because of the prayers of 

his father and family, the influence of a godly chap-

lain, and becoming involved with the Kairos Minis-

try, Lee began to realize that he had to put God back 

into his life. The result was transformative.  

 Along with Bible studies provided by Kairos, 

Lee also was able to study university courses to    

improve his life. The result was that about two years 

ago, the same judge who sentenced Lee, placed Lee 

on the list for parole. His parole took place in May 

2020 and in June of that same year he arrived in   

Arizona.  

 On the advice of his father, Mark Machina, 

Lee became involved with the St. John’s UM 

Church. He quickly found employment due to his 

excellent skills in automotive repair. He is presently 

working at his second job location.  

 If you were to pass the St. John’s UM Church 

between 9:00-9:30 a.m. on Sunday, you would see 

this tall, attractive man waving to every car that  

passes and inviting people to step inside the church 

for worship. His friendly personality makes him  

special to all he meets. 

 The St. John’s United Methodist Church  

gave Lee a standing ovation upon the conclusion of 

his testimony and being made a part of the church    

family.  

 We are truly blessed by God to have Lee in 

our midst. 

FROM PRISON TO PRAISE - TESTIMONY . . .        Page 4 
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H A I S S E M K S A V I O R D 

L H S V I O A V Z X F V M E F 

O  M U H U N K H R G O J I T V 

V Z C V P S M N E B K F N C G 

I O J W A S W X Q A I Z U E R 

N F E C W G O S D R L O Y F M 

G K R Z L N W N O E S E D R T 

X E M O M I Q L O O S R R E L 

D B Z V E T G S D F O I A P I 

L G U C R R I H X W G C A E F 

R A L Q C O W J E Y H O Y R U 

A V W O I F O H B E X M D S P 

X M N M F M T C R E G D U J X 

V H U T U O N O G T U N K H F 

E W X L L C N A Z A R E N E N 

Words can forward, backward, vertical or diagonal within the puzzle.  

COMFORTING  GLORIFIED   HEALER 

JUDGE   LOVING   MERCIFUL  

MESSIAH   NAZARENE   PERFECT 

PRAISED   SACRED   SAVIOR 

SON OF GOD   TEACHER   THE WORD 
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June Birthdays 

June 3rd Linda DeMattia’s Birthday 

June 5th Pat Harder’s Birthday 

June 8th Ruth Marston’s Birthday 

June 8th Rita Bennett’s Birthday 

June 9th Niko Cocoa’s Birthday 

June 9th Sandra Cole’s Birthday 

 

July Birthdays 
July 7th Michael Pedersen’s Birthday 

July 8th Bruce Baker’s Birthday 

July 8th Nancy Rippetoe’s Birthday 

July 12th Yvonne Montes’ Birthday 

July 13th Pastor Ivan Schwenn’s Birthday 

July 21st Ernie Espinoza’s Birthday 

July 22nd  Alice Slivac’s Birthday 

July 23rd  Jerry Ernst’s Birthday 

July 25th Alan Hayes’ Birthday 

July 28th Kathleen Hayes’ Birthday 

July 29th Cathy Mendoza’s Birthday 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

St John’s Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, Rummage Sale workdays, Bible Studies and 

other meetings continue to be suspended at this time. 
 

Please stay safe & continue to keep each other in your thoughts and prayers. 


