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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
THE SUBJECT . . . TRUTH 

 In recent weeks the Holy Spirit has 

been hammering my soul upon His anvil of 

truth. I cannot get away from His relentless 

pursuit of this subject. Every time I try to put 

it to rest, He thrusts me back into the fire of 

circumstances which surround my life, and 

the process begins all over again. 

 He continues to remove the dross of 

my frustrated mind in the fire of circum-

stances. He is distilling a truth that grows 

more      profound each day. That truth is  

embodied in this statement: “There is no 

concept of freedom or human liberty that 

ignores or divorces itself from truth.” 

 Jesus made this clear in his statement 

recorded by John 8:32, “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And 

you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free." My biases often make it 

hard for me to see that truth, but this much is 

certain: if I ever hope to find it, I cannot 

leave Jesus or His teaching out of my life or 

my thought process. 

 The same Jesus had the  audacity to 

declare in John 14:6, “I am the WAY, the 

TRUTH, and the LIFE. No one comes to the 

Father except through ME!” The secular 

world rejects this declaration because it is 

too arrogant. It is unacceptable because it is 

not “inclusive”.  

  

 But then, we cannot expect the world 

to understand spiritual truth because as Paul 

wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “The person 

without the Spirit does not accept the things 

that come from the Spirit of God but consid-

ers them foolishness and cannot understand 

them because they are discerned only 

through the Spirit.” 

 If truth cannot be divorced from    

Jesus, it follows that truth cannot be divorced 

from God and His moral precepts. When a 

person or a society pushes God and His  

moral precepts out of their consciousness, 

Satan will work hard to  supplement our lives 

with His values. In place of truth will come  

deception and lies. In place of law and order 

will come lawlessness and anarchy.  

 Each day, America is being made 

conscious of a growing violence in our     

major cities; the increase of shootings and 

killings; and the disregard for law and order. 

One can rest assured that long before this 

manifested itself in our inner cities, truth and 

God’s moral values had been pushed out of 

the minds of people.  

 So long as we embrace a passion for 

truth and for God’s law, we will create the 

environment where liberty can prevail.  For a 

free society can only exist where each person 

accepts responsibility to govern their lives by 

truth and just laws. Laws that not only pro-

tect the individual’s rights, but also the rights 

of every other person of that society. 

  

 When God commanded, “You shall 

not commit murder,” He was not just protect-

ing your life, but the life of every other mem-

ber of our society. My right to my life cannot 

be exercised at the expense of your right to 

your life. Herein is where love must be an 

active part of all of our actions.  
 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
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PRAYER REFLECTION . . . 

“The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my      

deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will   

shield and the horn of my   salvation, my stronghold.  
3  I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be 

praised; So shall I be saved from my                       

enemies.” [Psalm 18:2-3 (NKJV)]. 

  

 King David is surrounded by trouble and 

threats to his life. As Psalm 138: 7 says, “Though I 

walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You 

will stretch out Your hand Against the wrath of my 

enemies, And Your right hand will save me.”   

 In verse 4-5 he describes those threats, “The 

pangs of death surrounded me, And the floods of un-

godliness made me afraid. 5 The sorrows of Sheol  

surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.” 

His very life is being threatened and added to that, 

moral ungodliness are pounding  upon him from    

every side.  

 What does a person do confronted by such 

impossible circumstances?  

 King David’s advice is well taken in verse 6, 

“In my distress I called upon the Lord; and cried out 

to my God.” The reader will profit by observing the 

personal element of David’s relationship with Jeho-

vah God.  It is personal and possessive.  It is  

“MY GOD!”.   

  

 This is consistent with what He has written in 

verse two: “My rock,…My fortress,…My deliverer,…

My shield,… the horn of My   salvation,…My strong-

hold.” When one cries out to God one cries to a     

divine, personal presence. It is small wonder that God 

hears from heaven, from His temple and his anger is 

vented against the enemies who threaten David’s life. 

[see vs. 6-8]. 

 What a description of the majesty of Jehovah 

God who breathes out smoke and fire from his      

nostrils to destroy the enemies of His servant. 

 Many of the readers of this meditation can 

sympathize with David. We have been or maybe are 

in the midst of trouble. Do not give up hope. Cry 

out to God in your trouble. Make sure you have the 

kind of personal, intimate relationship with God that 

David possessed. A relationship of this magnitude is 

the result of daily trust and obedience. It is a pattern 

of making God the center of one’s life when the days 

are sunny and there is calm in your life. Above all,  

remember that you are never alone in your trouble. 

Just like King Nebuchadnezzar   testified, “Did we 

not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?" 

They answered and said to the king, "True, O king." 
25 "Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, walk-

ing in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and 

the form of the fourth is like the Son of God." [Daniel 

3:24b-25]  

 God will be with you amid your trouble. 

“Lord, give us hearts to draw ourselves close to You 

so that when we find ourselves in the “midst of    

trouble” we may sense Your presence and comfort.  

In Jesus name. Amen.”           by Rev. Ivan L. Schwenn 

 

ST. JOHN’S UMC OUTREACH          

MINISTRIES 

THE SIDEWALK MINISTRY 

 Through this minis-

try we connect with people 

who do not come to church 

but have need for prayer 

and spiritual reading mate-

rials. Our plans, at the time 

of this newsletter, are to reopen this ministry on Sat-

urdays from 9:00-10:00 am beginning January 2022. 

Your help is needed! 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

The Fellowship Ministry takes place every Sunday        

following the morning Worship Service. It is a time 

of sharing and social inter-

action among our   wor-

shipers. Individual packages 

of chips, crackers, fruit 

cups, ice cream and juices 

are welcomed. 
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RUMMAGE ROOM MINISTRY 

 The Rummage Ministry Outreach is designed 

to provide good used cloth-

ing and other personal items 

to people at a reduced cost. 

Any kind of dog and cat toys 

or other pet items are need-

ed, in addition to shoes, 

books, toys and gently used 

clothing. 

 The plans are to reopen the Rummage Room 

on January 1, 2022 from 8:00am - 12:00 noon for a 

half price sale. Volunteers to assist in getting ready 

for a Rummage Room Grand Re-Opening are    

needed!  Please call the church office if you are able 

to help: 520-792-6398. 

CARD MINISTRY  

The Card Ministry sends greeting 

cards for birthdays and anniver-

saries in the St. John’s UMC 

family.  

 If you would like to     

support this ministry, you can 

help by providing greeting cards, Christian book-

marks, stamps or by donating money to purchase 

these items.  

THE FOOD PANTRY   

Non-perishable items 

are always in demand. 

The Food Pantry can 

definitely us toilet   

paper, single servings 

of canned fruit,       

cereals, juices, cookies and crackers.  Items can be 

brought to the church on Sunday mornings or the 

Pastor is usually in the   office on Mondays and    

Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Please call be-

fore coming to the church - 792-6398). 

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR 

The choir will start up again 

in September!  Daniella 

Mendoza will direct the choir 

and the first practice will be Saturday, September 4th 

at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary.  All are welcome to be 

apart of this exciting ministry!   

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2021 

It is that time of year again! Operation Christmas 

Child is kicking off the 2021 Season! 

 We are so excited to see life getting back to 

normal, at least close to normal! It is great to be able 

to increase our activities, 

both at home and in the 

community, especially 

our Church community. 

 We have great 

news for the Operation 

Christmas Child 2021 

season. It isn’t just for 

Fall! We are adding a 

new wrinkle to our Build a Shoebox Online cam-

paign. Last year, the Build a Shoebox Online option 

was so popular, we also have the same option with 

the added ability to set up a Goal page. 

 We have set up a goal page for St John’s 

UMC, to build 75 shoeboxes online! We can do 

it! Last year, we built 51 shoeboxes online in 2 

months! This year, we can start NOW! Just think 

how many 

more we can 

do with the 

extra time!    

Imagine how 

many more 

children will 

be brought to 
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Jesus through 

these gifts! 

Below is the 

link to 

the Build a 

Shoebox 

Goal page.  

 

Please check it out and build your shoeboxes. You 

can use your Debit/Credit Card, E-Check or PayPal 

on the site. 

 We are encouraging those who can, to use 

the Build a Shoebox Goal page online for a total cost 

of $25. That includes the $9 donation for shipping!  

 You will be able to choose the items you 

would like included in your shoebox from a variety 

of options, or you can let them select for you. You 

are also able to choose the age group and gender of 

the child you wish to receive the gift. These shoe-

boxes go primarily to Unreached People Groups, 

people who have never heard the   Gospel of Jesus. 

These groups are unreached due to geographical, 

governmental, economical, and other restrictions. 

Last year, over 400,000 shoeboxes were built online! 

Please help us reach our goal of 75 shoebox gifts 

online by using the following link: 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/

ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5 

For those of you who don’t have computer access, 

you can still make a $25 per box    donation as we 

did last year. They will still count towards our 

goal as they will be purchased through the goal 

page. 

AND we can still pack our own shoeboxes at home 

and include the $9 donation for shipping. We will 

have shoeboxes and hand-outs available at St John’s 

UMC beginning in early September. Please, NO 

used items! Remember, Quality and Quantity! These 

children have never received a gift! Handmade items 

are great! 

God Bless each of you! 

Bob & Mary Jo Gaines 

520-468-1545 

Operation Christmas Child Project Leaders,  

St. John’s UMC 

 

VANDALS AND ST. JOHN’S UMC 

 

 In recent weeks, vandals struck St. John’s 

United Methodist Church leaving costly damages. 

Looking for items to be quickly turned into cash, 

they discovered the copper water lines on the roof   

of our complex. Two weeks ago, they ripped off all 

the copper on the Education Unit and the 20 West 

building.  

  

 This past week end they returned to remove 

the remaining copper water pipes on the Education 

Unit. In both instances they left water to run of the 

roofs until residents 

witnessed the water 

running in the street 

and notified us.  

 They also 

ripped open one of 

the air conditioner/

heating units and  

gutted all the copper 

tubing from the inside 

of that unit.  

  

 The Trustees Committee met and decided to 

contract a plumber to replumb the water lines       

internally to eliminate access to vandals in the future. 

This will also eliminate the    problem of freezing 

that occasionally happens during the winter months.  

  

 Cost of replumbing will run between $4,500 

– 5,000 dollars.  

  

 During the period these repairs are being 
made, Sunday services are being held in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5
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Q S P R B H S U G P U E Z N 

T C N L E U K A S T C A N H 

D H U A T V L R E T E P O O 

P A E I I A E S A D C S M J 

P H T S T S N L U M N O E F 

Y M I I S A S J A A R P L O 

K M A L M A T O I T H R I R 

L N A O I I L H L E I H H E 

S S R T M P T O S O E O P T 

U G E O T N P I N B C L N T 

Q N T M I H A I R I U S G E 

Q H H R A N E E A K A V T L 

Y J O O S J W W E N E N C F 

H C F C J S W H J W S Q S K 

Words can forward, backward, vertical or diagonal within the puzzle.   

Here’s a twist: Can you also find the name of the man who wrote much of the New Testament?  

 

MATTHEW    GALATIANS   PHILEMON 

MARK    EPHESIANS   HEBREWS 

LUKE     PHILIPPIANS  JAMES 

JOHN     (I & II ) PETER  ACTS        

JUDE     ROMANS   TITUS 

(I & II) THESSALONIANS  (I & II)  TIMOTHY  

REVELATION         (I & II) CORINTHIANS 

(I, II & III) LETTER OF JOHN COLOSSIANS 

 

 
© 2010 word-game-world.com 

All Rights Reserved 
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August Birthdays 

 

August 11th JoAnn Ellegood’s  Birthday 

August 18th Marek Willson Harders’ Birthday 

August 20th Terry Priess’ Birthday 

August 21st Rosalina Mendoza’s  Birthday 

August 21st Lil Schwenn’s  Birthday 

August 23rd Bob Gaines’ Birthday 

August 24th Joe Riegert’s Birthday 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

St John’s UMC Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, Rummage Sale workdays, 

Bible Studies and other meetings will be suspended until further notice. 
 

Please stay safe & continue to keep each other in your thoughts and prayers. 


