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Reflections  
from the 

Pastor 
ON SUFFERING  

 In my early years as a   pastor, I 

found myself looking for texts that demon-

strated God’s  delivering grace for His peo-

ple.    I was drawn to the story of God open-

ing the Red Sea for the Israelites to walk 

through on dry ground; of David slaying of      

Goliath with a sling and five stones; etc. 

 I wrestled with my own experiences 

where God did not answer my prayers with 

miraculous acts of deliverance. And as I read 

the story of Job, of Jesus, and Paul, I became 

aware that God often deliberately allowed 

His servants to suffer for the sake of the 

Gospel. 

 The text in 2 Corinthians 12:9 is a 

classic example of the divinely appointed 

suffering. I use the New American Standard 

Bible which reads: “And He has said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 

perfected in weakness." Most gladly, there-

fore, I will rather boast about my weakness-

es, so that the power of Christ may dwell in 

me.” [2 Corinthians 12:9]. 

 This is part of Paul’s statement con-

cerning a “thorn in the flesh” that Satan used 

to torment him. Three times Paul had pled 

with the Lord to take away this thorn. Jesus 

responded to Paul’s final plea with the 

words, “…my grace is sufficient for you, for 

power is perfected in weakness.” I under-

score the fact that this word came directly 

from the lips of Jesus and in the perfect tense 

indicating that this was Jesus’ final word on 

this matter. Paul understood that he was to 

bear this thorn throughout his lifetime. 

 This parallels the prayers of Jesus in 

Gethsemane where three times he pled with 

the father to take the cup of suffering from 

Him. After the third time, Jesus knew that 

the Father had given Him His final word. He 

was to drink the cup. It was time to go for-

ward with His will. 

 This meditation may not seem    

comforting to the reader. Keep in mind,  

God is in the process of building saints. Let 

us not forget the strong word of promise of 

Christ in the last clause, “…power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Jesus’ statement 

should be taken as a divine principle. That is 

how Paul viewed Jesus’ declaration.  

 It is only as we recognize our weak-

ness that we reach out to God for His         

resources. And it will ever be that our 

strength comes from those divine resources. 

This explains why it is so important to know 

that God is with us. His presence is compan-

ionship to be sure, but it is also so much 

more. Where God is, He is always perfect in 

His person. All His resources are bound up 

in His person and His presence. 

 That is what explains Paul’s outburst 
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in the last sentence of verse 9: “Most gladly, there-

fore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ may dwell in me.” Paul saw the 

power in the witness of persons who suffered, yet       

remained true in their hearts with God. It resembles 

Job’s victorious statement, “Though He slay me, yet 

will I trust Him.” [Job 13:15 (KJV)].  

 May these thoughts encourage your heart as 

you struggle with suffering in your walk with Christ. 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn, 2021 

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER 

 “And he spake a parable unto them to this 

end, that men ought always to pray, and not to 

faint;..” [Luke 18:1 (NIV)]. 

 This parable was spoken by Jesus with a    

specific purpose in mind. This parable was given   

because Jesus saw the necessity of relating this to his 

listeners. 

 It is obvious from the text that Jesus had  

prayer in mind when he spoke these words. The given 

parable was designed to guide his listeners on the 

subject of a personal prayer life. 

 On the subject of prayer Jesus declares, “…

that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;..”  

What did Jesus mean by 

saying that we ought     

always to pray? It cannot 

mean that we are to spend 

all our waking moments in 

prayer. He did not do that 

Himself.  

 It could be that He 

is referring to living in a spirit of prayer. Even so, 

there are moments in our days when our total concen-

tration is needed for the responsibilities that rest on 

our shoulders.  

 More likely, Jesus meant that we should have 

regular established times of prayer which was a    

Jewish tradition. The story of Daniel speaks of these   

special times. These times should never be ignored   

or overlooked.  

 It would imply that we should be prepared to 

pray at any given moment when a need arises. That is 

what Proverbs 3:6 was intended to mean: “In all they 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 

paths.”  

 We get more insight from Jesus words,       

“not to faint.” The root Greek term used by Jesus is 

the word often used for that which is bad or evil. In 

this context, He meant not to turn coward, lose heart, 

or behave badly.  

 The implication is that to fail to continue our 

routine of prayer will not bring good results to our 

lives.  

 The real burden of this text is born out in the 

parable. There will be times when it appears that God 

is not listening to our prayers; that He is ignoring our 

passionate requests. It is for these moments when we 

are tempted to quit praying from our assumption that 

it does not pay to pray. At these moment of tempta-

tion, we must be disciplined to persevere in our pray-

ers.  

 In due season, God will answer our prayers.  

 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn, October 2021 
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Operation Christmas Child 2021 

 Operation Christmas 

Child in rapidly closing in on its 

final phase. November 14th will 

be the last day you can purchase a 

shoebox online.  

Use the following link to pur-

chase online:  

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/

ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5 

 Put your curser on the link and Press “ctrl” 

and click. The link is also available on St John’s 

UMC website. 

 As a church, we set our goal at 75 shoeboxes 

and as of October 31st, we had surpassed that goal 

with a total of 82. Bob and Mary Jo Gaines who are 

coordinators with Samaritan Purse have designated 

St. John’s UMC as one of the “DROP OFF 

POINTS” during the collection days of November 15 

– 22nd.  

 They are now preparing for a training session 

on Saturday, November 6th at 10:00 a.m. for volun-

teers who want to assist during those drop off days. 

If you would like to help, you can get in touch with 

them at 520-468-8980 or 520-468-1545. 

 We thank Bob and Mary Jo for their diligent 
service and to all who have responded in purchasing 

shoe boxes.  

 

HALLOWEEN EXTRAVAGANZA 

 On Sunday afternoon of October 31st, Angel 

Cordova and her mother, 

Sonia, took leadership in  

providing the children of 

the community to a    

Halloween Extravaganza.  

The event included 

games, prizes and, of 

course, candy for the 

children who came.  

Thank you, Angel and 
Sonia and all who       

participated to make this 
an exciting event for the church  

 

SPECIAL WORD OF THANKS 

 St. John’s United 

Methodist Church       

expresses its sincere 

word of thanks to the 

many persons, members 

and friends, who have 

been consistent in giving 

their tithes and offerings. 

In spite of the               

Coronavirus crisis, our & More giving has been sub-

stantial to meet our needs. We pray God’s special 

blessing on you for your faithfulness and generosity. 

 

CHRISTMAS LOVE GIFT! 

A Christmas “Love Gift”        

collection is being taken for  

Pastor Ivan for all he has and 

continues to do for St. John’s 

UMC.  Please mark you      

donation “Christmas Gift for    

Pastor Ivan”.  Thank you, in advance.                    

St. John’s UMC Administrative Council 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/ff35c455-a3bc-471b-a8a3-5f8bb64e33f5


 The beautiful candles gracing our altar were donated to St. 

John’s United Methodist Church by Fr. Juan Sanchez. These elegant 

candles are polished brass and enhance the altar with their beauty. 

 The lighting of the candles   symbolizes the presence of God in 

the sanctuary and reminds us as worshipers of the light of truth that 

comes from God and His 

Word. In the words of 

the Psalmist, “Thy Word 

have I hid in my heart; 

that I might not sin 

against You.”         

[Psalm 119:11]. 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S CORNER FACELIFT 

 

 This past summer, the City of Tucson paved all the streets in the vicinity of St. John’s United Method-

ist Church.  

 In recent weeks, they initiated a project to replace all the curb corners to facilitate wheelchairs and dis-

ability carts. The corner of Veteran’s Boulevard and 7th Avenue has just been completed. It is a much   needed 

and appreciated improvement. We thank the City of Tucson for making our church more accessible and attrac-

tive.  

ALTAR CANDLE DONATION & CORNER FACELIFT  . . .    Page 4 
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November Birthdays 

 

November 4th  Jan Shoberg’s Birthday 

November 5th  Kirby Kegans’ Birthday 

November 5th  Norma Mendoza’s Birthday 

November 6th  Frank Mendoza’s Birthday 

November 9th  Deblen Sawyer’s Birthday 

November 14th  Charlotte Baker’s Birthday 

November 15th Darlene Geurin’s Birthday 

November 25th Margaret Aguilar’s Birthday 

November 27th Doris Butler’s Birthday 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
60 W. Veteran’s Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85713-6128 

Pastor Ivan Schwenn 
pastorstjohnsumctuc@gmail.com 

520-792-6398     E-mail: stjohnsumctucaz@gmail.com 
Website: stjohnsumctucson.org 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday and Friday 

St John’s UMC Sunday Worship Services, Sidewalk Ministry, Rummage Sale, Rum-

mage Sale workdays, Bible Studies and other meetings will be suspended until the sus-

pension is lifted by our Conference Bishop, Bishop Hoshibata. 
 

 Please stay safe & continue to keep each other in your thoughts and  prayers. 
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G E N T I L E B I B L E D 

O B A A B R T J E M D I I 

D  P I I E S I M N I P B N 

T E M P T A T I O N J A H 

H R P S H L H R P I E P O 

E S R A L V E A N S R T L 

F E A C E A H C A T U I Y 

A C Y R H T O L Z R S Z S 

T U E I E L L E A Y A E P 

H T I F M O Y J R H L N I 

E E S I N N A J E W E H R 

R W E C L F A I T H M L I 

B S J E S U S C H I R S T 

Words can forward, backward, vertical or diagonal within the puzzle.   

  

JESUS CHRIST  PRAY    MIRACLE  

SALVATION   TITHE    NAZARETH 

JEW    MINISTRY   BETHLEHEM 

GENTILE   BIBLE    JERUSALEM  

HOLY SPIRIT  HOLY    BAPTIZE 

GOD THE FATHER  SACRIFICE   TEMPTATION 

PERSECUTE   FAITH    SIN  
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